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NSCC staff vote in 
support of strike 

PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher@metronews.ca 


A strike is looming at the 
Nova Scotia Community 
College. 

In electronic balloting 
held across the province 
yesterday, 93 per cent of 
faculty members and 90 
per cent of support staff 
voted in favour of strike 
action, which would cause 
classroom disruptions to 
26,000 students enrolled 
across 13 NSCC campuses. 

“Members of the two 
Community College 
bargaining units have sent 
a strong message to the 
Department of Education,” 
Nova Scotia Teachers 
Union president Alexis 
Allen said in a release last 
night. 

The union represents 
more than 760 faculty 
members and 165 profes¬ 
sional support staff mem¬ 
bers who have been with¬ 
out a contract since Aug. 
31, 2008. Over 90 per cent 
of workers voted and can 
now take legal strike 
action by giving 48 hour 
notice to the minister of 
Labour and Workforce De¬ 
velopment. 

Union spokeswoman 
Angela Murray said last 
night a timeframe hasn’t 
been established to when 
a strike notice might be 
given. 
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City fights the funk 

Recovery plan for failed sewage plant set in motion 


KRISTEN LIPSCOMBE 

kristen.lipscombe(a metronews.ca 


“It’s a nice city, but it 
smells.” 

That’s the impression 
Halifax tourists were likely 
left with this summer, 
Coun. Linda Mosher (Pur¬ 
cell’s Cove-Armdale) said 
yesterday, but if the recov¬ 
ery plan for the city’s 
sewage plant unfolds as 
planned, visitors should 

I leave with more pleasant 
memories next summer. 

Halifax Water officials 
told city council last night 
they’ve reached “a signifi¬ 


cant milestone in recoveiy 
efforts” for the wastewater 
treatment facility that 
broke down earlier this 
year, with five refurbished 
pumps and other equip¬ 
ment in place and sewage 
to soon be sent through 
the system in phases. 

“If things go well with 
the wet commissioning 
that we’re doing this week 
— in other words introduc¬ 
ing fresh water, into the 
plant and making sure the 
pumps are all working be¬ 
fore we open the gates — 
we could introduce sewage 
as early as next week,” gen¬ 
eral manager Carl Yates 


Standing ovation 

• Many councillors stood 
up last night to applaud the 
efforts of city staff to ad¬ 
dress the well-publicized 
sewage plant problem. 

told reporters after last 
night’s council meeting. 

Yates said there may be 
some additional stench as 
wastewater starts to flow 
through the plant again, 
but emphasized that will 
quickly dissipate. 

The five sewage pumps 
are only for short-term 
use, he said, They’ll be re¬ 


placed by new pumps com¬ 
ing from Germany at a cost 
of $2 million. 

“We’re looking for long¬ 
term performance of the 
pumps,” he said. Other im¬ 
provements include replac¬ 
ing control panels and sen¬ 
sors in the wet well and 
moving them to street lev¬ 
el and staffing the plant 24 
hours a day, a decision 
Yates said was made before 
January’s malfunction. 

The philosophy behind 
design changes, he said, is 
essentially the question: 
“What would you do if 
sewage came up in this 
wet well again?”’ 


Phil Linton completes a downside tailwhip at the Halifax Common Skatepark yesterday. Linton was one of many people out enjoy¬ 
ing the warm weather that came on the first day of fall. 
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Brand-new 
government, 
same antics 
in legislature 

PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


The more things change, 
the more they remain the 
same. 

Yesterday marked the 
first question period of the 
new NDP government. Pre¬ 
mier Darrell Dexter mused 
about how this was a fresh 
start and parties would 
hopefully work together 
in co-operation. 

That lasted about eight 
seconds. From the first 
question by Liberal Leader 
Stephen McNeil the heck¬ 
ling and jeering from both 
sides of the legislature was 
as raucous as ever. 

Members can still expect 
to be mocked if they mis¬ 
speak — as Dexter was 
when he began an answer 
with “Thank you Mr. Pre¬ 
mier” instead of “Mr. 
Speaker.” Opposition 
members helpfully 
reminded Dexter who he 
was. 

Opposition parties 
sarcastically chanted “It’s 
free! It’s free!” in response 
to the NDP answer that 
early funding to universi¬ 
ties wouldn’t cost taxpay¬ 
ers. Finance Minister Gra¬ 
ham Steele coyly shot 
back he was looking 
forward to many more 
questions from the new-to- 
opposition Tories. 

Both Dexter and Opposi¬ 
tion Leader McNeil said 
they thought members 
handled themselves well, 
but to some extent it was 
back to business as usual. 

“There is a dynamic to 
question period that is un¬ 
deniable,” Dexter said. “It 
is part policy, part 
theatre.” 
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Stone Temple Pilots to rock HRM 

The Stone Temple Pilots are coming to Halifax to perform at the Metro Centre on Nov. 24 at 8 p.m. 
With a Grammy Award and 15 singles on the Billboard Top 10 highlighting their resume, the Stone 
Temple Pilots have been a dominant force on the rock music scene for almost two decades. It will 
be their first-ever trip to Halifax, with tickets going on sale Friday at 9 a.m. at a cost $59-50, plus 
service charges. Tickets are available at any Ticket Atlantic Box Office, by phone at 451-1221 or on¬ 
line to ticketatlantic.com. metro Halifax 
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RCMP raid leads 
to drug charges 

crime Six people are facing 
charges after RCMP say 
they seized marijuana and 
firearms from three 
residences in Beaverbroolc, 
Colchester Co. Monday 
night. 

A police release said the 
searches seized in total 
170 marijuana plants, 
three rifles, one shotgun 
and a .22 revolver 
handgun. Females aged 
52, 35 and 17 and males 
aged 21 and 17 are all fac¬ 
ing drug and trafficking 
charges as police allege 
the three residences 
searched belong to an or¬ 
ganized group that was 
making and selling drugs. 

Another 36-year-old 
man is facing weapon and 
drug related charges. 

METRO HALIFAX 


News in brief 


FIRE A discarded cigarette butt 
is believed to be behind a 
small fire on the outside of 
O'Carroll's Restaurant and Irish 
Pub in downtown Halifax yes¬ 
terday afternoon. Halifax 
Regional Fire and Emergency 
say the fire was put out quickly. 
DALHOUSIE A small fire 
occurred at an administration 
building at Dalhousie Universi¬ 
ty yesterday on Morris Street. 
Halifax Regional Fire and Emer¬ 
gency spokesperson Capt. 

Dave Meldrum said there was 
a fire in a small sawdust bag 
that resulted in smoke coming 
out the roof and attic. 

METRO HALIFAX 
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Ross heading ER review 

Halifax doctor who called Code Orange met with high praise 



Health Minister Maureen MacDonald, left, and Premier Darrell Dexter lean across to speak to each 
other around Finance Minister Graham Steele at the provincial legislature yesterday. The NDP has 
hired Dr. John Ross to find solutions to the over-growing problem of rural ER closures. 


PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mcleod(ametronews.ca 


The man charged with fig¬ 
uring out how to solve No¬ 
va Scotia’s ER crisis is a fa¬ 
miliar face. 

Dr. John Ross made head¬ 
lines this past winter at the 
QEII Health Sciences Centre 
in Halifax when he contro¬ 
versially called a Code Or¬ 
ange, which is usually re¬ 
served for major emergen¬ 
cies like a plane crash. 

The former head of the 
QEII emergency depart¬ 
ment decided the ER was so 
overcrowded drastic meas¬ 
ures had to be taken. 

The move didn’t sit well 
with some in the Capital 
District Health Authority 
but opposition parties 
championed the event as a 
sign the health-care system 
is broken. 

Now Ross will play a 
central role in making 
things better. 

During the election 
campaign the NDP 
promised to solve the 
over-growing problem 
of rural ER closures. 

They said they’d hire 
an adviser to find solu¬ 
tions to fixing the system. 
Ross was named that advis¬ 
er yesterday. 

“What you do when 
there’s a long-term persist¬ 
ent, systemic problem is 
you seek expertise,” said Ed- 


Bowater Mersey 
Paper gets $2.5M 

funding Bowater Mersey 
Paper Co. Ltd. is getting 
$2.5 million in funding 
from the Nova Scotia gov¬ 
ernment to help it begin 
making book-grade paper. 

Book-grade paper, used 
mainly in paperback 
books, requires more 
demanding standards than 
those for newsprint. 

The funding will be used 
to help the mill near Liver¬ 
pool make modifications 
necessary to begin produc¬ 
ing the paper. 

The book-grade paper 
market tends to have 
more stable demand and 
pricing. 

Bowater Mersey has 
about 500 full-time 
employees at its newsprint 
mill, sawmill and other 
operations. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


ucation Minister 
Maureen Mac¬ 
Donald. 

“We could not 
find, in my view, 
a better adviser 
than someone 
who has front 
line experience, 
that is passionate 
about high quali¬ 
ty emergency room care.” 

Ross will make $100,000 
to make a review over the 
next year. 

Both opposition parties 
praised Ross as a qualified 
candidate who has been 


weather It looks like this 
could be a fall to remem¬ 
ber weather wise in the 
Halifax Regional Munici¬ 
pality. 

Environment Canada 
meteorologist Bob Ro- 
bichaud said yesterday the 
weather models for the 
next three months show 
above normal tempera¬ 
tures for our region, and 
below normal levels of pre- 


crime A 16-year-old male 
was to appear in Nova Sco¬ 
tia youth court yesterday 
after police say a break and 
enter took place at Ricar¬ 
do’s Pizza on Peggy’s Cove 
Road Monday at 11 p.m. 

Halifax RCMP say when 
they arrived to the pizza 


outspoken about health is¬ 
sues. 

But they accused the gov¬ 
ernment of downloading 
their responsibility onto 
Ross and waiting a year be¬ 
fore taking action. 

“We’ve had a lot of stud¬ 
ies already done,” said Liber¬ 
al MLA Diana Whalen. “I’m 
not sure we need a full year 
to study this problem 
again.” 

Conservative leader and 
former Health Minister 
Karen Casey said her gov¬ 
ernment had already 
worked out many solutions 


“So a little bit 
warmer than the 
long-term average 
and a little bit drier 
... for fall.” 

Bob Robichaud 
Environment Canada 

cipitation. 

“So a little bit warmer 


shop several suspects fled 
the scene in a vehicle and 
were carrying cigarettes. 
Police say they later locat¬ 
ed the suspect’s vehicle on 
Hubley Road and when 
they pulled the car over 
two males took off. 

Police say a K-9 unit as- 
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that should not be delayed. 

“I believe that Dr. Ross 
will provide some very valu¬ 
able information, but I’m 
not sure that Nova Scotians 
are prepared to wait,” she 
said. 


than the long-term average 
and a little bit drier than 
the long-term average for 
the fall,” Robichaud said. 

The first day of fall was 
yesterday and it got off to a 
beautiful start in Halifax. 

After morning fog patch¬ 
es, people were able to en¬ 
joy mostly sunny skies the 
rest of the day, with tem¬ 
peratures hovering in the 
low 20s. METRO HALIFAX 


sisted in the search of the 
suspects and one was 
tracked down to a house 
on St. Margarets Bay Road. 

Police say the 16-year-old 
youth arrested is facing 
charges of possession of a 
stolen vehicle and break 
and enter. metro Halifax 


Frivolous 
lawsuit bill 
being pushed 

PAUL MCLEOD 

paul.mdeod(ametronews.ca 


court Judges will soon 
have more power to ban 
frivolous lawsuits in Nova 
Scotia. 

A government bill will 
target people who contin¬ 
ually file lawsuits without 
reasonable grounds in an 
attempt to harass another 
party. Judges will have in¬ 
creased power to level law¬ 
suit restraining orders and 
order financial compensa¬ 
tion. 

“We are told individuals 
that want to harass or 
financially punish 
someone can do so by tak¬ 
ing them through the 
courts process time and 
time again. The defendant 
must respond each time 
even though the claim has 
no merit,” said Justice 
Minister Ross Landry. 

The bill was originally 
floated last fall by the To¬ 
ries but was sent back for 
more consultation. The 
NDP announced yesterday 
they were bringing it back 
without any 
modifications. 

Landry said it’s impossi¬ 
ble to know exactly how 
much time and court 
resources are wasted by 
such lawsuits. 

Seven other provinces 
and the Supreme Court of 
Canada have such legisla¬ 
tion. 


Suspects sought 
in cyclist assault 

crime Two assailants ran 
away empty-handed Mon¬ 
day night after assaulting 
and trying to rob a 
bicyclist on Bayers Road in 
the city’s west end, police 
say. 

Officers responded to 
the incident on the road’s 
6700 block after Halifax 
Regional Police received a 
complaint of an attempted 
robbery. 

The suspects, described 
to police as black men be¬ 
tween the ages of 18 and 
24, allegedly pushed 
another man off his bike 
and demanded he hand 
over cash. The victim sus¬ 
tained minor injuries, 
which were treated in hos¬ 
pital, and the two suspects 
took off toward Romans 
Avenue, police say. 

METRO HALIFAX 
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Power outage forces high school to shut down 

School was done early at Sir John A. Macdonald High School yesterday as a power outage forced the cancellation of classes around 10:30 a.m. School board spokesman 
Doug Hadley said the outage occurred at 7:40 a.m., and while power was shortly restored, it affected the school's mechanical system and water supply, metro Halifax 
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Make parents responsible: Councillor 

Blumenthal says solution to rise in vandalism is to make mom and dad accountable 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher@metronews.ca 


Jerry Blumenthal says it’s 
time for parents to be held 
accountable if their kids 
are getting into trouble 
late at night and causing 
vandalism, with the coun¬ 
cillor for Halifax North End 
going as far to suggest 
putting moms and dads 
behind bars. 

“Make the parents re¬ 
sponsible,” Blumenthal 


told Metro yesterday. “If 
they can’t pay financially, 
then put them in jail.” 

“We have to do some¬ 
thing,” he added. 

Blumenthal is upset af¬ 
ter vandals torched one 
section of playground 
equipment at St. Stephen’s 
Elementary School on 
Highland Avenue in his 
district over the weekend. 
The incident took place be¬ 
fore 11 p.m. Saturday and 
resulted in about $100,000 
in damages to the 


$200,000 playground that 
was built last year. Insur¬ 
ance is expected to 
cover the cost to re¬ 
pair the damage. 

Blumenthal be¬ 
lieves a group of jun¬ 
ior high schoolers 
are behind this inci¬ 
dent, and says kids 
in that age bracket 



also vandalized tarps Jerry 
behind Highland Blumenthal 
Park the very night 

next. street late at night. 

These weekend inci- The meeting will take 


dents have Blumenthal 
calling for a curfew on kids 
under 16 after 10 
p.m. He’s also host¬ 
ing a community 
meeting Friday with 
Halifax MP Megan 
Leslie, Halifax Need¬ 
ham MLA Maureen 
MacDonald and rep¬ 
resentatives from 
Halifax Regional Po¬ 
lice to talk about 
getting kids off the 


place at St. Margaret of 
Scotland Church on Robie 
Street at 7 p.m. 

“Maybe the three of us 
can come up with some 
type of program — making 
parents responsible,” Blu¬ 
menthal said. 

“It’s not (just) my area. 
It’s a lot of areas,” he 
added. “If you know me — 
I take these things very 
personally. Maybe it’s my 
weakness in life, but that’s 
it.” 

Halifax Regional Police 


spokesman Const. Brian 
Palmeter said yesterday 
they’re in the early stages 
of their investigation into 
Saturday’s incident, and 
said anyone who saw 
something around the area 
between 9 and 11 p.m. are 
asked to contact police. 

He also emphasized any 
vandalism — big or small 
— needs to be reported to 
police so they can keep 
track of where it’s happen¬ 
ing and respond according¬ 
ly. 


Lovely way to kick off theatre season 



Adrian Griffin (Harlequin) and Jody Stevens (Lisette) perform a 
scene yesterday from The Game of Love and Chance, which offi¬ 
cially opens Friday as the kickoff production to the 2009-10 Nep¬ 
tune Theatre season. 


Council opts to send tax reform 
debate back to the public 


PHILIP CROUCHER 

philip.croucher@metronews.ca 


neptune George Pothitos 
expects to have a few 
more butterflies churning 
through his stomach for 
the kickoff to the new 
theatre season. 

That’s because after 
months of anticipation, 
Neptune Theatre’s new 
artistic director is finally 
set to unveil the first of 
his nine shows for the 
2009-10 campaign. 

What’s more, none other 
than Pothitos himself is 
directing the season-open¬ 
er — Marivaux’s The 
Game of Love and 
Chance. 

“It’s a bit of an extra jit¬ 
ter and of course people 
are waiting to see what 
George is going to do,” 
Pothitos said with a laugh 
from inside the popular 
downtown Halifax the¬ 
atre yesterday. 

“I hope they enjoy it. 
But it’s a bit of an extra 
little scary moment, I 
guess.” 

Pothitos was named 
Neptune’s new artistic di¬ 
rector last October — re¬ 
placing Ron Ulrich, who 
moved on to Theatre 
Aquarius in Hamilton — 


but only now can the Ar¬ 
gentinean native really 
put his stamp on stage. 

The 2008-09 lineup was 
already set when he took 
over last fall, and Pothitos 


still had to finish work at 
the Sudbury Theatre Cen¬ 
tre, where he was the 
artistic director for nine 
years. 

Pothitos took up full- 


ShOW info 

• The Game of Love and 
Chance officially opens Fri¬ 
day and will run through 
Oct. 18 in Neptune Theatre's 
Fountain Hall. Tickets range 
in price from $15 to $45 and 
are available by calling 
429-7070 or online at 
neptunetheatre.com. 


time residence in Halifax 
in June, and is excited 
about the season opener, 
which tells the story of a 
wealthy Parisian made¬ 
moiselle who dreads the 
prospects of an arranged 
marriage and trades iden¬ 
tities with her maid prior 
to the first meeting with 
her fiance. 

“It’s a comedy and it’s 
joyous,” he said of the 
play set in 18th century 
France. “So I wanted to 
begin my first season 
with joy and celebration.” 

The rest of the season 
includes plays such as No 
Great Mischief, A Christ¬ 
mas Carol, Sexy Laundry, 
award-winning Rabbit 
Hole and Peter Pan. 

“We’re going to fly 
through a season of a lot 
of interesting plays; var¬ 
ied plays,” he said. 


KRISTEN LIPSCOMBE 

kristen.lipscombe(a metronews.ca 


workshops Coun. Sue 
Uteclc (Northwest Arm- 
South End) said yesterday 
moving the contentious tax 
reform debate from council 
chambers to an informa¬ 
tion workshop means 
“opening up the whole Pan¬ 
dora’s Box again.” 

But that’s exactly what 
the municipality’s elected 
officials agreed to do after 
two hours of discussion yes¬ 
terday, a decision Uteclc said 
rewinds time to October 
2006, when city council’s 
tax reform committee first 
started studying how to cre¬ 
ate a more equitable system 


CONTRACT An aboriginal com¬ 
pany has won a $ 3 .i-million 
contract to operate and main¬ 
tain a material processing facil¬ 
ity for the Sydney tar ponds 
and coke ovens cleanup. 
RETIRING Gammon Gold Inc. 


for all residents. 

City councillors not only 
voted to suspend formal tax 
reform debate, but also vot¬ 
ed to disband the commit¬ 
tee, which has recommend¬ 
ed the municipality move 
away from an assessment 
system based on property 
taxes to one that better re¬ 
flects the ability of residents 
to pay for the services they 
receive. 

But Coun. Russell Walker 
(Fairview-Clayton Park) ar¬ 
gued holding a workshop 
would not be “going back,” 
but would instead allow city 
council to better look “at all 
the options” and move for¬ 
ward. “Hopefully, (we’ll) 
come back with a consen¬ 
sus of what’s best for HRM.” 


announced yesterday its co¬ 
founder is retiring as president 
and chairman of the board and 
the international mining com¬ 
pany's executive offices will be 
relocated to Toronto from Hali¬ 
fax. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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m Coroner denies suicide report in boxer's death 

The Quebec coroner's office vehemently denies a report that it has concluded boxer Arturo Gatti committed suicide. 
It disputes suggestions that it agrees with the Brazilian authorities who believe the former champion hung himself, the Canadian press 

Canada 
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Ex-minister pleads guilty 

A former provincial cabinet minister pleaded guilty Tuesday for his role in 
Newfoundland and Labrador's spending scandal. Wally Andersen entered the 
plea in provincial court on charges of uttering a forgery and breach of trust, 
two years after he was implicated in a scandal that crossed party lines and 
rattled the province's political establishment. the Canadian press 


Shoplifting incident 
ends with death 


crime Winnipeg police are 
investigating a possible 
case of vigilante justice af¬ 
ter a woman died follow¬ 
ing a shoplifting incident 
at a family-owned conven¬ 
ience store. 

Police say Geraldine 
Beardy was involved in a 
theft at the store Sept. 13 
and was confronted by an 
employee. The 29-year-old 
woman was hit in the up¬ 
per body with a weapon 
and fled to a nearby home, 


said Const. Jason 
Michalyshen. She died five 
days later in hospital. 

Police would not say 
what the stolen grocery 
item was, but a friend of 
the woman's says it was a 
can of luncheon meat. 

An unnamed 61-year-old 
man has been arrested and 
faces charges of aggravated 
assault, Michalyshen said. 

A family friend wants to 
see that charge upgraded. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Genocide a threat: Report 

Canada, U.S. urged to intervene to prevent far-reaching fallout 


Canada and the United 
States should recognize 
that genocidal disasters 
such as Rwanda threaten 
their national interest and 
they should be prepared 
to act against such atroci¬ 
ties, says a new report. 

While the United Na¬ 
tions has made much of its 
new “responsibility to pro¬ 
tect” doctrine, the new re¬ 
port says what's now need¬ 
ed is “the will to inter¬ 
vene.” 


The first step to creating 
that will is the recognition 
that the fallout from hu¬ 
manitarian disasters can 
reach across oceans. 

“The chaos resulting 
from these atrocities poses 
credible danger to Canadi¬ 
an and American national 
interests at home and 
abroad,” the report says. 

Frank Chalk, a Concor¬ 
dia University professor, 
recognized authority on 
genocide and co-director of 


the project which pro¬ 
duced the report, said the 
threats are obvious. 

“Displacement and the 
creation of refugee flows 
denies people pure water, 
inoculation, vaccination, 
treatment, etc., and cre¬ 
ates a vast Petri dish for 
the development of future 
pandemics and infectious 
disease,” he said. 

In a world linked by jets, 
contagion can leap 
halfway around the world 


in hours. “There's also the 
threat of terrorism arising 
from these events,” he ad- 

ed. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Flu plan rethought 


health In the face of con¬ 
cerns that swine flu may 
mount a fall surge, public 
health officials in Canada 
are rethinking pandemic 
and seasonal flu vaccina¬ 
tion plans, with issues of 
timing and vaccine formu¬ 
lation back on the table, a 
variety of on- and off-the- 
record sources say.. 

The pros and cons of a 
number of scenarios are 
being hashed out, includ¬ 


ing delaying, cutting back 
or cancelling the seasonal 
flu shot effort and maybe 
even rethinking the deci¬ 
sion to use an adjuvant in 
the formulation of the pan¬ 
demic vaccine. 

The hope is to get a con¬ 
sensus, so that provinces 
and territories use the 
same strategy, officials in 
Quebec and Ontario have 
said. 
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Lobster fishermen 
directed to sex line 

maritimes Maritime 
lobster fishermen in need 
of financial help got a lift 
of another kind Tuesday 
when they were directed 
to a toll-free number that 
was supposed to detail an 
aid package but connected 
them to a lusty sex line in¬ 
stead. that offers 
fishermen nary a detail on 
the lobster stimulus pack¬ 
age. 
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Toronto Rocking out with the Rockettes 


Max Mortimer and Kyle Drinkwater, both 9, get in step with The Rockettes Jocelyne Levesque, left, Julie Tomaino, Laura Danelski 
and Kristin Jantzie at Sick Kids Hospital in Toronto yesterday. The iconic dancers will perform in the Radio City Christmas Spectacu¬ 
lar from Nov. 16 to 18 in that city as part of a tour across Canada. 


PM touts integrated 
climate-change plan 


politics Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper says Cana¬ 
da needs to take an inte¬ 
grated approach to the cli¬ 
mate-change issue with 
the United States as a ma¬ 
jor partner. 

Harper is back in the Big 
Apple to kick off a string of 
international meetings fo¬ 
cusing on climate change, 
trade relations and the 
economy. 

The prime minister will 
attend a dinner on climate 
change hosted by Ban Ki- 
moon, secretary general of 
the United Nations, as part 
of a high-level UN climate 
summit also taking place 
in the city. 

He says Canada’s prox¬ 
imity and economic links 
to the U.S. demand a simi¬ 
lar, integrated approach to 
climate change. 

Harper was one of about 
25 world leaders invited to 
the dinner to discuss envi¬ 
ronmental issues in the 
hopes of finding common 
ground before countries 
meet in Copenhagen in De¬ 
cember to sign a new glob¬ 
al climate change treaty. 

Earlier in the day, Harp- 


G20 on deck 

• Harper will also attend 
the Group of 20 leaders' 
summit at the end of the 
week in Pittsburgh, where 
leaders will attempt to 
agree on how much money 
rich nations should give de¬ 
veloping countries to cut 
their greenhouse gases. 

er met briefly with New 
York Mayor Michael 
Bloomberg in what senior 
government officials de¬ 
scribed as a “courtesy call” 
to discuss Canadian trade 
with the city and state. 

“Our position is very 
clear: we want to see a new 
effective international ac¬ 
cord, one that includes all 
the major emitters of 
greenhouse gases, and of 
course we’re working very 
closely with the Obama ad¬ 
ministration on a truly 
continental approach,” 
Harper said. 

Critics have accused the 
Conservative government 
of stalling on climate- 
change efforts. 
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Firefighters hurt battling Winnipeg blaze 

Three firefighters were injured fighting a blaze at a four-storey 
Winnipeg warehouse. Fire broke out as tar was applied to the roof, the Canadian press 


Canada 5 



Montreal No cars, but tai chi traffic’s heavy 


Members of the Taoiste Tai Chi Society practise in the middle of Montreal’s Ste-Catherine Street 
during Car Free Day yesterday. 


I’m already dead’ 

Exec in giant fraud apologizes to his victims 


The author of a $100- 
million white-collar scam 
has sent a letter to his 
9,200 victims, declaring 
himself “already dead.” 

Vincent Lacroix shocked 
a courtroom this week by 
pleading guilty to 200 
fraud-related charges — a 
sudden about-face after the 
trust-fund manager spent 
years insisting he was in¬ 
nocent. 

As he began what could 
be a lengthy prison stay, 


the former head of Nor- 
bourg sent a two-page let¬ 
ter to the TVA network 
bluntly fessing up. 

He said he was devastat¬ 
ed by the harm he caused. 

“I was a megalomaniac 
and completely hypno¬ 
tized,” said a copy of the 
letter on TVA’s website. 

“I'm asking you once 
again for forgiveness 9,200 
times over, but I under¬ 
stand your anger and your 
frustration.” He ended his 


letter on a personal note. 

“My children do not 
want to be seen in public 
with me,” Lacroix wrote.“I 
am a dead man. 

“As I told a man who 
wanted to make me pay 
for the Norbourg scandal, 
you can hit me but you 
can’t kill me. I’m already 
dead.” 

Arguments to set the 
length of his sentence be¬ 
gin Friday. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


He phones 
from a place 
with no area 
codes... 



FireWorks Gallery 
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space When Brenda Biasut- 
ti gets a phone call from 
her husband it’s a long, 
long, long-distance call. 

Biasutti, 51, is the wife of 
Canadian astronaut Bob 
Thirslc, who has set a new 
Canadian longevity record 
in outer space by remain¬ 
ing on the International 
Space Station since May. 

Thirslc took a host of 
cellphone numbers into 

space. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


News in brief 


SHIPS The redesign of the 
navy's new generation of sup¬ 
ply ships is completed, but it 
will be next year before the 
Tory government is ready to 
talk to industry about building 
them. Navy head Vice-Admiral 
Dean McFadden says he's wait¬ 
ing on cost approval from the 
defence minister. 



Now til September 30 

1569 Barrington St, Halifax 420-1735 
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Actual people gather to talk Twitter 

Twitter is officially the talk of the town as a two-day conference dedicated to the micro-blogging site gets underway in Los Angeles. Pro skater Tony Hawk, 
San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom, actors Tyrese Gibson and Greg Grunberg and addiction specialist Dr. Drew Pinsky are set to talk Twitter, the associated press 


World 


Women crucial to economy: Report 


Lack of education for girls hampers their earning potential, costing the world's poorest countries 
billions of dollars a year in lost revenue, says a report released yesterday in Toronto, according to 
CBC News Online. “Study after study confirms that if young women are economically active, their 
country's economy grows and all members of their family benefit,” said Rosemary McCarney, 
president and CEO of the Canadian arm of Plan International, which released the report. 
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Death toll rises to 9 in 
southern U.S. floods 


Neighbourhoods, schools 
and even roller coasters 
were awash in deep 
murky, brown water yes¬ 
terday, and officials 
found a ninth storm vic¬ 
tim who had been swept 
away from her car a day 
earlier. 

Georgia officials warned 
worried residents to wait 
for the floodwaters to re¬ 
cede before checking out 
their damaged homes, and 
in Tennessee, a retirement 
centre was evacuated. 

Torrential Southeast 
rains soaked the region 
for days, knocking mo¬ 
torists from cars and split¬ 
ting at least one mobile 
home. 

A Tennessee man who 
jumped in the floodwaters 
was still missing. 

Washed-out roads and 
flooded freeways around 



Flooded homes are shown in 
in Mableton, Georgia, yester¬ 
day. 


metro Atlanta caused com¬ 
muters headaches and 
hundreds of residents 
sought refuge in shelters. 

About 120 residents of a 
Tennessee retirement cen¬ 


tre were evacuated by 
boats and trucks and oth¬ 
ers were ferried from low- 
lying neighbourhoods and 
motels in a Chattanooga 
suburb as two nearby 
creeks continued to rise. 

Georgia emergency offi¬ 
cials said they were confi¬ 
dent those in immediate 
danger had been evacuat¬ 
ed, but were concerned 
about residents attempt¬ 
ing to return to their 
homes too soon. 
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MEDICAL RESEARCH 

O^-oundalion 

PICCHIONE LECTURE SERIES 


RESEARCH 

and the FUTURE of Health Care: 

Improving outcomes for persons living with Schizophrenia 

MASTER OF CEREMONIES: 

Dr. Stanley Kutcher, MD, FRCPC 

Sun Life Financial Chair in Adolescent Mental Health 

Dalhousie University Medical Research Panel Members: 

Mind Matters: Research into Psychosis 
Dr. Philip Tibbo, MD, FRCPC 

Dr. Paul Janessen Chair in Psychotic Disorders 

Schizophrenia and the Synapse 
Dr. James Fawcett, PhD 

Canada Research Chair in Brain Repair 

Myth and Facts about Living on the Streets with Mental Illness 
Dr. Jean Hughes, RN, PhD 

Professor, School of Nursing, Dalhousie University 

With special guests: Stand Up for Mental Health 

www.standupformentalhealth.com 

also supported by: 

V 

Capital Health 


Faculties of Health Professions. 
Dentistry and Medicine 


Monday, October 5,2009 
6:30-8:30pm (doors open at 6:00) 
Dalhousie University 

Potter Auditorium, Kenneth Rowe Building 
1600 University Avenue, Halifax, NS 

For more information: 

Terrilyn.Chiasson@dal.ca 494-6834 | www.ihrtp.ca 


The lecture is 

CIHR IRSC 
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Teacher caught on video beating student 


Thailand A teacher was cap¬ 
tured on film beating a 14- 
year-old student and bash¬ 
ing his head against a black¬ 
board, sparking national 
outrage and pledges yester¬ 
day from education officials 
to crack down on corporal 
punishment in classrooms. 

The 50-second clip, filmed 
by a classmate using a mo¬ 
bile phone, was broadcast 
on a nationally televised 
morning news program. 

“Are you really going to 


stop!” the male teacher 
shouted at the student, grip¬ 
ping the boy’s neck in a 
choke hold and whacking 
his head repeatedly. 

“I won’t do it anymore,” 
the boy screamed after the 
teacher slammed his head 
at least four times against 
the blackboard as his class¬ 
mates watched, occasionally 
giggling. 

The beating occurred 
Sept. 9 at a private Thai-Chi- 
nese bilingual secondary 


school in Bangkok. 

The teacher, 29-year-old 
Weerapong Pongchanoh, 
expressed tempered re¬ 
morse at being “too violent 
for the public to accept.” 

“I feel terrible for what I 
did to my student,” said the 
teacher, contacted on his 
cellphone. “But I knew what 
I was doing. I did not use ex¬ 
cessive force to hurt him. 
Otherwise he would have 
started bleeding.” 
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France 

bulldozes 

camp 

immigration French police 
razed a squalid camp used 
by illegal immigrants in 
scrubland near the English 
Channel port of Calais yes¬ 
terday, using baclchoes 
and buzz saws to clear 
away the precarious 
dwellings of a fragile pop¬ 
ulation, mostly Afghan mi¬ 
nors, who were led away 
stunned and sometimes 
sobbing. The destruction of 
the site — known as “the 
Jungle” — ends the 
migrants’ dreams of a new 
life across the Channel in 
Britain but signifies what 
France hopes will be a new 
era in European immigra¬ 
tion control. People who 
lived there tried night after 
night to sneak across the 
Channel. 

Police scuffled with hu¬ 
manitarian volunteers 
who have long helped the 
immigrants, but no 
injuries were reported. 

Up to 800 illegal immi¬ 
grants camped near the 
port and in smaller 
“jungles” around Calais 
until months ago. 
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Pittsburgh G20 draws protesters 



AIDS activists demonstrate in Pittsburgh yesterday prior to the 
start of the G20 summit of developed and developing nations. 
The two-day summit starts tomorrow. 


Possible terror plot uncovered 


threat The U.S. government 
expanded a terrorism warn¬ 
ing from transit systems to 
stadiums, hotels and enter¬ 
tainment complexes as in¬ 
vestigators searched for 
more suspects in a possible 
al-Qaida plot to set off hydro¬ 
gen-peroxide bombs hidden 
in backpacks. The warnings 
come amid an investigation 
centring on Najibullah Zazi, 
who authorities say received 
al-Qaida explosives training 
and was found entering New 
York two weeks ago with 
bomb-making instructions. 
Some Americans were blase 


“If it happens, it 
happens... You 
can’t just go and 
hide out in Canada 
for a month.” 

Lynn Calhoun 

about the latest warnings. “If 
it happens, it happens,” said 
Lynn Calhoun, an Indianapo¬ 
lis computer programmer. 
“Where are you going to go? 
You can’t just go and hide 
out in Canada for a month.” 
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Peace talks 
restart unlikely 

middle east The Israeli and 
Palestinian leaders shook 
hands at the start of their 
first face-to-face meeting yes¬ 
terday, hosted by U.S. Presi¬ 
dent Barack Obama, but the 
small gesture was unlikely 
to translate into a quick re¬ 
sumption of peace talks. Is¬ 
raeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu and 
Palestinian President Mah¬ 
moud Abbas remain far 
apart on key issues, includ¬ 
ing Israeli settlement expan¬ 
sion and the agenda of talks. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



























metronews.ca 


metro 


Wednesday, September 23,2009 

EU fails to ban bluefin tuna fishing 

A sharply divided European Union failed yesterday to protect the threatened bluefin tuna, as the bloc's Mediterranean countries 
refused to back even a temporary ban on catching the fish prized by sushi aficionados, the associated press 
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Security forces break up Honduran protest 


Baton-wielding soldiers 
used tear gas and water 
cannons to chase away 
thousands who 
demonstrated outside the 
Brazilian Embassy yester¬ 
day, leaving deposed Pres¬ 
ident Manuel Zelaya and 
70 friends and relatives 
trapped inside without 
water, electricity or 
phones. 

“We know we are in dan¬ 
ger,” Zelaya said during in¬ 
terviews with various media 
outlets. “We are ready to 
risk everything, to sacrifice.” 

Heavily armed soldiers 
stood guard on neighbour¬ 
ing rooftops and helicopters 
buzzed overhead. 

Zelaya, forced out of his 


country at gunpoint on June 
28, triumphantly popped up 
in the capital Monday, 
telling captivated support¬ 
ers that after three months 
of international exile and a 
secretive 15-hour cross¬ 
country journey, he was 
ready to lead again. 

Interim President Roberto 
Micheletti’s response was 
terse, pressing Brazil to 
hand him over under a war¬ 
rant issued by the Supreme 
Court charging treason and 
abuse of authority. 

Police and soldiers set up 
a ring of security in a five- 
lcilometre perimeter 

around the embassy. 

Security Ministry 

spokesman Orlin Cerrato 



A supporter of Honduras’ ousted President Manuel Zelaya clashes with riot police in front of the 
Brazilian Embassy in Tegucigalpa yesterday. 


told The Associated Press 
that two policemen had 
been beaten and 174 peo¬ 
ple were being held on 
charges of disorderly con¬ 
duct and vandalism. 

A 26-hour curfew im¬ 
posed Monday afternoon 
closed businesses and 
schools, leaving the capi¬ 
tal’s streets nearly deserted. 
All the nation’s internation¬ 
al airports and border posts 
were closed and roadblocks 
set up to keep Zelaya sup¬ 
porters from massing for 
protests. Yesterday evening 
the government an¬ 
nounced the curfew was be¬ 
ing extended 12 more 
hours, until 6 a.m. today. 
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Cash for 
cops, media 
found in 
drug raid 

bust Soldiers raiding a 
drug gang safehouse in 
northern Mexico found 
money-stuffed envelopes 
earmarked for various po¬ 
lice forces and one marked 
for “press,” authorities 
said yesterday. 

Four people were arrest¬ 
ed and $5 million in U.S. 
and Mexican currency was 
seized during the raid 
Monday in the industrial 
city of Monterrey, accord¬ 
ing to an army statement. 
Soldiers, acting on an 
anonymous tip, also seized 
drugs, money counting 
machines, cellphones and 
five vehicles. 

Monterrey and the sur¬ 
rounding state of Nuevo 
Leon, which borders 
Texas, have been a focus of 
the federal government's 
crackdown on police cor¬ 
ruption. 

The cash and seized 
items were displayed at 
military barracks north of 
the city, with dozens of 
white envelopes contain¬ 
ing some of the cash 
arranged in rows on a 
table. 

Envelopes at the front of 
the rows had yellow post- 
it notes with the names of 
police precincts in Monter¬ 
rey and other municipal 
forces in Nuevo Leon state. 
One was labelled “press.” 

Army officials refused to 
say more about what the 
money was intended for, 
declining to comment be¬ 
yond the statement. 

In June, nearly 80 police 
officers suspected of work¬ 
ing with drug smugglers 
were arrested in 18 towns 
across Nuevo Leon after 
soldiers found lists of po¬ 
lice names in the 
possession of traffickers. 
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No compensation for woman wrongly 
convicted of kidnapping: Authorities 


appeal Mexican authorities 
said yesterday there would 
be no compensation for an 
Indian market vendor who 
was wrongfully convicted 
of kidnapping and spent 
three years in prison in a 
case that provoked an in¬ 
ternational protest. 

Jacinta Francisco Marcial 
was released last week af¬ 
ter prosecutors decided 
not to contest an appeal of 
her 21-year sentence. Lon- 


don-based rights group 
Amnesty International de¬ 
manded that she be com¬ 
pensated for the time 
spent locked up. 

The Attorney General’s 
Office said in a statement 
that she would not be com¬ 
pensated because prosecu¬ 
tors never proclaimed her 
innocence, deciding only 
that there was “reasonable 
doubt” in her conviction. 
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U.S. officials seek stronger laws 
on justifying terror surveillance 


Recession Wedding downturn 



Kian Lee and his bride, Maya Ong, both from Queens, pose for 
a photo after their wedding ceremony at the Manhattan Mar¬ 
riage Bureau in New York. A broad array of U.S. census data in¬ 
dicates that the recession is profoundly disrupting American 
life. Nearly one in three Americans 15 and over reported they 
had never been married, the highest level in a decade. 


News in brief 


travolta Prosecutors said 
yesterday a paramedic who 
treated John Travolta's son 
shortly before he died in the 
Bahamas threatened to release 
private information unless the 
movie star paid $25 million. 


Travolta is among those 
expected to take the stand dur¬ 
ing the trial, but he did not ap¬ 
pear in the courtroom during 
the first day of testimony in the 
island chain off the Florida 
coast. Ambulance driver Tarino 


privacy The Obama admin¬ 
istration promised Congress 
yesterday to negotiate 
stronger privacy protec¬ 
tions for Americans under 
terrorism surveillance, but 
insisted on retaining cur¬ 
rent authority to track sus¬ 
pects and obtain records. 

Liberals on the House Ju¬ 
diciary Committee were left 
unsatisfied, clearly wanting 
the administration to go 
further and pledge to curb 
what they consider abuses 
of the Bush administration. 

They repeatedly insisted 
that the law be rewritten to 
require better justification 
for wiretaps and subpoenas, 
and committee chairman 
John Conyers, a Democrat, 
even compared the Obama 
administration’s position so 
far to that of the Bush ad¬ 
ministration. 

“You sound like a lot of 
people who came over from 
DOJ (the Department of Jus¬ 
tice) before,” Conyers told 
Todd Hinnen, deputy assis- 


Lightbourne and former 
Bahamas senator Pleasant 
Bridgewater, a co-defendant, 
have pleaded innocent to ex¬ 
tortion charges. 

SHOOTING Four people were 
injured in a gun battle yester- 


Patriot Act 

Three provisions of the Pa¬ 
triot Act are expiring. They 
provide: 

• Roving, court-approved 
wiretaps that allow surveil¬ 
lance on multiple phones. 
Law enforcement is not re¬ 
quired to ascertain that a 
suspected foreign terrorist 
is actually using the phones 
being tapped. 

• That businesses produce 
“any tangible things” at the 
FBI’s request. 

• Authority to conduct sur¬ 
veillance against a so-called 
“lone wolf,” a non-U.S. citi¬ 
zen engaged in terrorism 
who may not be part of a 
recognized terrorist group. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

tant attorney general. 

Congress is starting to 
consider changes in three 
expiring provisions of the 
USA Patriot Act, a countert¬ 
errorism law initially 


day involving an attempt to 
smuggle illegal immigrants 
from Mexico at the busiest bor¬ 
der crossing in the U.S., author¬ 
ities said. More than 70 people 
travelling in three vans 
involved in the incident were 


passed after the Sept. 11, 
2001 attacks. 

These three provisions re¬ 
quire the government to 
seek permission from a spe¬ 
cial foreign surveillance 
court for subpoenas and 
surveillance. The Bush ad¬ 
ministration, while using 
the court, also had the Na¬ 
tional Security Agency — 
without warrants — eaves¬ 
drop on Americans and oth¬ 
ers inside the United States 
to search for terrorist activi¬ 
ty. That program ended be¬ 
fore Bush left office. 

Hinnen told a Judiciary 
subcommittee, “We are 
ready and willing to work 
with members on any spe¬ 
cific proposals” that would 
provide “effective investiga¬ 
tive authorities and protects 
privacy and civil liberties.” 

Conservative lawmakers 
want to reauthorize the ex¬ 
piring provisions without 
changes, insisting the 
statute helped prevent at¬ 
tacks. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


in federal custody, said U.S. 
Customs and Border Protection 
spokeswoman Angelica DeCi- 
ma. Van drivers tried to storm 
past inspectors at the San 
Ysidro port of entry she said. 
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May hopes third time is a charm 


TheWestVif 

d 


Paul 

Sullivan 


metronews.ca/thewestview 



f there is a federal elec¬ 
tion this fall — and 
like the outlook for 
snow and below-freez¬ 
ing temperatures, the 
probability is high — one 
of the most interesting 
races will be in one of 
Canada’s warmest, if not 
hottest, spots. 

The federal riding of 
Saanich-Gulf Islands is in 
Canada’s banana belt: The 


average January tempera¬ 
tures in Sidney, on Vancou¬ 
ver Island, 26 kilometres 
from downtown Victoria, 
both highs and lows, are 
above freezing. It’s a nice 
place to come in from the 
cold, so you can see the at¬ 
traction for Elizabeth May, 
the Green party leader 
who has struck out cold in 
two previous attempts to 
get elected to Parliament. 

Three strikes and you’re 
out usually holds in poli¬ 
tics as well as baseball, but 
May has read the organic, 
herbal tea leaves and ar¬ 
gues that a Green party 
candidate is more likely to 
get elected in Saanich-Gulf 
Islands than anywhere 
else. 



At first blush, it makes 
sense. The riding includes 
that ultimate eco-hippie 
enclave, Salt Spring Island, 
not to mention Pender, 
Saturna, and Galiano, Gulf 
Islands, that have an exot¬ 
ic, almost mysti¬ 
cal resonance to 
people living 
in Ajax or 
North Battle- 
ford. 

Yet does May re 
ally understand 
what’s she get¬ 
ting into? She 
recently rented 
a house in Sid¬ 
ney, so the evi¬ 
dence indicates 


Elizabeth May 


she’s been there, but as 
she walks down the main 
street, she can be forgiven 
for having misgivings. 

For right in the middle 
of the “downtown” strip is 
planted the very perma¬ 
nent constituency office of 
Lunn. the 


tive Lunn has been elec¬ 
table money in the bank 
since 1997, while the Liber¬ 
als, the Greens and the 
NDP have split the centre, 
left and the environment 
vote into various frag¬ 
ments. As in the last elec¬ 
tion, the Liberals have re¬ 
cruited an environmental¬ 
ist, University of Victoria 
climate change re¬ 
searcher Renee Hether- 
ington, to muddy, if 
not foul, the waters. 
And Sidney is the 
retirement capital 
of the retirement 
capital of Canada. 
Of the 11,000 peo¬ 
ple who live 
there, more than 
35 per cent of 


them are older than 65 — 
63 per cent are 45-plus. Sid¬ 
ney boasts six retirement 
homes, five cemeteries ... 
and one rec centre. These 
people aren’t big on 
change and that nice Gary 
Lunn will do just fine. One 
point in May’s favour — 
they’re all from some¬ 
where else, too, so the 
charge that she’s a democ¬ 
racy-busting parachute 
candidate won’t work 
against her the way it did 
in Central Nova, scene of 
her last defeat. 

I just hope she knows 
how to pour tea, lots of tea. 


Paul Sullivan is a Vancouver-based journalist 
and owner of Sullivan Media Consulting; 
vancouverletters@ metronews.ca. 



Word on the street: Do movies have the power to sway opinion on 
hot-button topics? 


All 

Al-Rewashdy 

age 22, Ottawa 

A: It depends how 
educated you are. I 
know a lot of peo¬ 
ple who will watch 
a movie and treat it 
as fact. 


Brandy 

Milne 

age 32 , 

Kitsilano, B.C. 

A: Movies can defi¬ 
nitely change 
minds — they show 
different opinions 
and just puts them 
out there. 


Randy Ai 

age 24 , Toronto 

A: When they be¬ 
come really popular 
they can take an is¬ 
sue ... and bring it 
to the forefront of 
public education 
because it creates 
buzz ... It gets peo¬ 
ple talking. 


Yves- 

Michel 

Thibeault 

age 30 , 

Campbellton, N.B. 

A: It depends on 
what movie you 
watch. A documen¬ 
tary maybe — a 
Michael Moore film 
would be an exam- 


Samantha 

Delaney 

age 20 , Halifax 

A: I'm always skep¬ 
tical, it won’t sway 
me all the way. I re¬ 
alize you have to do 
a lot more research 
to actually find out 
(about the issue). 


Sarah 

McKenzie 

age 28 , Halifax 


A: Maybe docu¬ 
mentary films — if 
you don’t know too 
much about a sub¬ 
ject and you have a 
certain opinion — a 
documentary film 
could change your 
opinion. 
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GM to add shifts at U.S. factories in 2010 

General Motors says it will add a third shift to its Fairfax plant in Kansas City in January, followed in April by third shifts at factories in Delta Township, Mich., and 
Fort Wayne, Ind. The company says about 2,400 workers will be recalled at the three plants because of production increases, the associated press 
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Retailers score points 
with recession weary 


Some of Canada’s major 
retailers say the second 
half of the year is shaping 
up to be a positive one, 
and those companies that 
focus on promotions and 
lower price points are well 
positioned to take advan¬ 
tage of recession-weary 
consumers. 

Jurgen Schreiber, CEO of 
Shoppers Drug Mart Corp., 
said yesterday the drug 
store chain has taken ad¬ 
vantage of its Optimum re¬ 
wards program to lure 
price-conscious customers 
during the economic 
downturn. 

“Customers love Opti¬ 
mum, and in a recession 
they love it even more,” 
Schreiber said yesterday at 
a Scotia Capital conference 
on consumer trends. 

Shoppers has increased 
the number of active Opti¬ 
mum cardholders by two 
million to 9.7 million over 
the last two years, and 65 
per cent of in-store transac¬ 
tions are now done using 
the card, he said. 

Meanwhile, consumer 
product manufacturer 
Dorel Industries Inc. said 
the company’s main prod¬ 


ucts, which include child 
car seats, home furniture 
and bicycles, have proven 
resilient in the economic 
downturn. 

“Our price points fit the 
times,” said Dorel chief ex¬ 
ecutive Mar-_ 

tin Schwartz, 
speaking at 
the same con¬ 
ference. 

The confer¬ 
ence came as 
Statistic 
Canada re- 


“Customers love 
Optimum, and in a 
recession they love 
it even more” 


continued job losses in the 
economy, and the fact that 
many retail products are 
selling for less because of 
increased competition and 
a drop-off in demand. 

At Dorel, Schwartz said 
tight-fisted 
consumers 
are looking 
for bargains 
as they seek 
to stretch 
their hard- 


CEO Jurgen Schreiber, eamed do1 - 

ru r-v ft/ i 4 . larsinawealc 

ported yester- Shoppers Drug Mart 
day an- Corp. 
nounced the 
value of retail sales fell 0.6 
per cent during July. 

The data suggest that it 
may take some time before 
nervous Canadian con¬ 
sumers start gaining 
enough confidence to be¬ 
gin opening up their wal¬ 
lets again, a critical move 
needed for the economy to 
get a badly needed kick- 
start after three quarters of 
recession. 

Economists said the 
weak July retail numbers 
may reflect weakening 
pent-up demand for big 
ticket items, the impact of 


economy. 

“Retailers 
are focusing 
more on what we term 
opening- to mid-price 
points as shoppers of every 
description are gravitating 
to the big-box outlets,” 
Schwartz told the confer¬ 
ence. THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Scan this barcode for more Business 
news on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of pg 2 


Energy Korea's green growth 


Business in brief 


COMPUTERS The worldwide 
personal-computer market is 
pulling out of its slump quickly 
and could defy predictions by 
growing this year, Intel Corp. 
CEO Paul Otellini said yester¬ 
day. Otellini’s comments at a 
conference yesterday were 


more bullish than many ana¬ 
lysts have been. Market 
research firms IDC and Gartner 
have both predicted a year- 
over-year decline in PC 
shipments in 2009, which 
would be the first such drop 
since 2001. the associated press 


Facebook 

defriends 

Beacon 

technology Facebook is 
shutting down its much- 
maligned Beacon market¬ 
ing program, launched 
nearly two years ago amid 
fanfare only to generate a 
storm of privacy complaints 
over the tracking of user ac¬ 
tivities at partner websites. 

Facebook agreed to end 
Beacon and create a founda¬ 
tion to promote online pri¬ 
vacy, safety and security as 
part of a $9.5-million settle¬ 
ment in a lawsuit over the 
program. A federal judge in 
San Jose, Calif., still must 
approve the terms. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Beacon program 

• Facebook thought the 
Beacon marketing program 
would help users keep their 
friends better informed 
about their interests while 
also serving as “trusted re¬ 
ferrals" that would help 
drive more sales to the par¬ 
ticipating sites. Sprinkled in 
with status updates and 
photos were alerts on what 
items their friends had 
bought or reviewed. 



A guide stands near a model of a future city, using digital 
technology to save energy and reduce cost, at the Experience 
Green Growth Center in Seoul, South Korea. President Lee 
Myung-bak sees a crisis coming for Asia's fourth-largest econo¬ 
my, one of the world’s biggest greenhouse gas polluters, amid 
growing calls to curb global warming. 


TransCanada to 
issue 12 million 
preferred shares 

business TransCanada 
Corp. has arranged a 
$ 300-million syndicate fi¬ 
nancing to raise money 
for capital projects, to re¬ 
pay short-term debt and 
for other general 
corporate purposes. 

Under the bought-deal 
financing, the Calgary- 
based pipeline and power 
plant operator will issue 
12 million preferred 
shares at $25 a share, the 
company said in a news 
release yesterday. 

The syndicate of under¬ 
writers, led by Scotia Cap¬ 
ital Inc. and RBC Capital 
Markets, has an option to 
purchase up to an 
addition two million of 
the series 1 preferred 
shares at any time up to 
48 hour prior to the clos¬ 
ing, expected to be on 
Sept. 30. 

TransCanada shares 
were up 37 cents at 
$33.60 at midday Tuesday 
on the TSX. 



Business 
^{Buy& Sell 
Event 

Are you looking 
to buy or sell 
a business? 


Are you a small business owner planning to 
retire / sell in the near future? 

Or 

Are you an entrepreneur looking for a strong 
business opportunity? 

Then plan to attend a unique matchmaking event where 
buyers and sellers will be brought together to explore 
exciting opportunities. 

Date: Tuesday, October 20, 2009 

Location: World Trade and Convention Centre 
1800 Argyle Street, Halifax 
Time: 1:00pm to 6:00pm 

Cost: $ 99. 00 for exhibitors (sellers) 

$ 25.°° for attendees (buyers) 

Contact: Flavia at (902) 423-3607, extension 8615 or 
ibds@misa.ns.ca 






NOVA^CbTIA 

NOUVELLE-fiCOSSE 


D 


s m pas* ^.bdc- 

' '"Business 


Canada Business A! 

Nova Scotia i# % 

Entreprises Canada 
Nouvelle-Ccosse 


GreaterHalifax E.11I IZZZ7 


Deadline for registration: October 6 , 2009 
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50% off Tickets only at both LumberMart Locations 

IT'S THE BIG ONE 

Visit LumberMart's 7000 $a. ft. of deals 
Fri. Oct. 2, Sat. Oct. 3 ana Sun. Oct. 4 

HOME SHOW HIGHLIGHTS 

& LumberMart's 7000 sq. ft. i-Deal Room 

7000 sq. ft. Display Area 

First time ever...Simmon's Mattress Gallery and LazyBoy join us 
Prizes, including $1 0,000 in furniture from Simmon's 
Unheard of "Show Only" Specials - we'll be selling at the show 
Listen to Country 101.9 for details on contests and fun events 
Birthday cake everyday to celebrate LumberMart's 25th Anniversary 


NEW HOURS 

Monday * Friday 
8am - 6pm 
Saturday 
8am - 5:30pm 


1000's OF NEW DEALS EVERYDAY 



anznmfZZu? 


HALIFAX 

751 Herring Cave Road, Spryfield, NS 
Phone:477-6500 * FaxlQaotes: 479-0839 
Toll-Free: 1-800-922-8204 


DARTMOUTH 

15 Wright Ave., Bamside Ind. Park 
Phone:468-7772 • FaxlQaotes: 468-0233 
Toll-Free: 1-866-711-7772 
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MLB goes to China 

Major League Baseball is opening a development centre in China. The centre for boys of middle school and high school age is to open today 
at Wuxi's Dongbeitang High School in eastern China. The centre will provide baseball training and English lessons, the associated press 


Sports 



Bundchen, Brady sued 

Two photographers filed suit yesterday against supermodel Gisele 
Bundchen and New England quarterback Tom Brady, left, for $1 
million, saying they were shot at in April during the couple’s post¬ 
wedding party in Costa Rica. The photographers accuse Bundchen 
and Brady of negligently hiring security for the party. Agents for both 
Brady and Bundchen declined comment. the associated press 
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Liverpool and Arsenal each 
reach last 16 of Carling Cup 


soccer David Ngog fired Liv¬ 
erpool into the last 16 of the 
Carling Cup in a 1-0 victory 
at Leeds while Arsenal beat 
10-man West Bromwich Al¬ 
bion 2-0 yesterday. 

Ngog scored the only goal 
in the 66th minute at El- 
land Road after Liverpool 
struggled to take control 
against the League One 
side. 

Arsenal also didn’t break 
the deadlock until the 68th 
minute against League 
Championship leader West 
Brom at Emirates Stadium. 

League One’s Barnsley 
upset Premier League’s 
Burnley 3-2, but Stoke hit 
back from two goals down 


at home to Blackpool to 
beat the Championship 
side 4-3. Portsmouth fell be¬ 
hind after three minutes at 
Hartlepool only to win 3-1. 

In a meeting of topflight 
clubs, Sunderland ousted 
Birmingham 2-0 with first- 
half goals by Jordan Hen¬ 
derson and Fraizer Camp¬ 
bell. 

Blackburn won 1-0 at 
Nottingham Forest thanks 
to a first-half goal by Benni 
McCarthy. 

Relegated from the 
topflight last season, New¬ 
castle saw its chances of a 
trophy disappear with a 2-0 
loss at Peterborough. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Sports in brief 


CIS FOOTBALL The Saint Mary's 
Huskies climbed a spot to 
ninth in Canadian Interuniver¬ 
sity Sport football's latest rank¬ 
ing. The Huskies (1-1) check in 
at No. 9, two spots behind the 
St. Francis Xavier X-Men (2-0). 
Laval is No. 1. 

AUS FOOTBALL Dan Schutte of 
the Saint Mary's Huskies was 
named Atlantic University 
Sport defensive player of the 
week yesterday. Huskies kicker 
Justin Palardy was named spe¬ 
cial teams player of the week. 
AUS SOCCER Midfielder Kate 


MacDonald of the Dalhousie 
Tigers was named Atlantic 
University Sport female 
athlete of the week yesterday. 
The fourth-year co-captain 
scored a pair of goals on the 
weekend. 

AUS SOCCER The Dalhousie 
Tigers have risen into a tie for 
fourth with the York Lions in 
the latest Canadian Interuniver¬ 
sity Sport men's soccer 
rankings. Dal, the defending 
Atlantic champion, is 2-0-1. The 
Montreal Carabins are No. 1. 

METRO HALIFAX 



HOCKEY? 


I imvit 


PROVE IT! 


No purchase necessary. Enter daily for more chances to win. 
Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age, excluding 
residents of Quebec. Contest closes end of April, 2010. Odds 
of winning depend on number of entries received. For full 
contest rules and details, visit www.metronews.ca 


Test your hockey knowledge 
and compete against your friends 
and other Metro readers! 

Rankings will appear in Metro every week. 
Your hockey insight could score you $ 1,000!! 


Register at metronews.ca/hockeypool 


Kadri leads Leafs to win 


NHL RESULT 

Pittsburgh 2 Toronto 3 (SO) 



The kid sure is stubborn. 

Maple Leafs rookie 
Nazem Kadri tied the game 
late in the third before 
scoring the shootout win¬ 
ner last night as Toronto 


beat the Pittsburgh Pen¬ 
guins 3-2. 

Even though coach Ron 
Wilson has made it clear 
the first-rounder is a long- 
shot to crack his roster this 
season, Kadri continues to 
do everything he can to 
impress. 

Viktor Stalberg also 
scored in regulation for 
Toronto (4-1-0). 

Ryan Bayda and Chris 
Conner replied for the Pen¬ 
guins (1-2-2). 


Pittsburgh was a mere 
68 seconds away from 
winning the game in regu¬ 
lation time, but Kadri 
snuclc in off the wing and 
buried a rebound over 
Penguins goalie John Cur¬ 
ry to tie it 2-2. It was 
Kadri’s second goal of the 
pre-season. 

The Penguins elected to 
leave stars Sidney Crosby, 
Evgeni Malkin and Marc- 
Andre Fleury at home, 
dressing just five players 


who appeared in Game 7 
of the Stanley Cup final in 
the spring. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Scan this barcode for the most recent 
Sports updates on your smartphone. 

Learn how to scan the barcode with 
the instructions at the top of pg 2 


Blue Jays Walkoff win 



Toronto’s Aaron Hill is congratulated by his teammates after he hit a walk off double to win 
the game against Baltimore last night in Toronto. The RBI was Hill's looth of the season and 
the Blue Jays beat the Orioles by a score of 6-5. 


NBA, players disagree on referee replacements 


basketball The NBA’s 
president of basketball 
operations is confident re¬ 
placement officials would 
perform well if they are 
needed when games be¬ 
gin. 

The players aren’t so 
sure. 

The NBA and its refer¬ 
ees union have failed to 
reach an agreement on a 


baseball Brett Lawrie hit 
the go-ahead home run in 
the ninth inning and four 
Canadian pitchers com¬ 
bined on a one-hitter in a 
3-0 win over Puerto Rico 
in third-round action yes¬ 
terday at the Baseball 
World Cup. 

Lawrie, of Burnaby, B.C., 
belted a solo homer to lead 
off the top of the ninth, giv¬ 
ing Canada a 1-0 lead. Chris 


new contract, so the 
league will begin training 
replacements this week. 
Without a new deal soon, 
those replacements would 
be used in games starting 
Oct. 1. 

The officiating was criti¬ 
cized during the last lock¬ 
out in 1995, but Joel 
Litvin says it will be better 
this time because the re- 


Robinson of Dorchester, 
Ont., followed with a single 
and one out later, Adam 
Stern of London drew a 
walk. Rene Tosoni of Co¬ 
quitlam, B.C., followed 
with a two-run double 
down the right-field line to 
give the Canadians (2-2) all 
the runs they would need. 

Nick Bucci of Sarnia, 
Ont., tossed five hitless in¬ 
nings for Canada, allowing 


placements are from the 
WNBA and NBA Develop¬ 
ment League and familiar 
with the NBA program. 

But Lakers guard Derek 
Fisher, president of the 
players’ association, says 
the NBA’s referees are the 
best in the world and not 
having them on the floor 
is “unacceptable.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


just a pair of walks while 
striking out two. 

“I can’t say enough about 
our pitchers, they’ve done 
a great job,” said Canadian 
manager Ernie Whitt. “I’m 
really proud of Bucci. Here 
is a young pitcher facing 
some really good interna¬ 
tional competition and you 
see him develop every 
game.” 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Sports in brief 


SENTENCED Former Super Bowl 
star Plaxico Burress was 
sentenced yesterday to two 
years in prison after accidental¬ 
ly shooting himself in the thigh 
at a nightclub and later reach¬ 
ing a plea deal on weapons 
charges. Burress was indicted 
on two counts of weapon pos¬ 
session and one count of reck¬ 
less endangerment and plead¬ 
ed guilty Aug. 20. He had faced 
a minimum sentence of 3Y2 
years on those charges if con¬ 
victed at trial. 

TENNIS Former No. 1 Justine 
Henin yesterday announced 
her return to competitive ten¬ 
nis for next year. Henin had 
been retired for just over a 
year, but at 27 she again has 
the fire and physical strength 
to compete for an eighth 
Grand Slam title. 

DRUG POLICY NFL players have 
been warned the league’s 
drug-testing program is still in 
effect despite commissioner 
Roger Goodell's ruling to delay 
suspending several players 
who tested positive for a 
banned substance. In a joint 
memo issued by the NFL and 
the NFL Players Association, 
players were reminded they 
will continue to be tested and 
"a positive test will generally 
result in a suspension." 

BUFFALO The Bills have signed 
rookie tackle Jamon Meredith 
off Green Bay's practice squad 
to bolster their banged-up of¬ 
fensive line. 

NHL Chicago Blackhawks right¬ 
winger Adam Burish will be out 
for six months after tearing the 
anterior cruciate ligament in 
his right knee during a pre-sea- 
son game against Minnesota 
on Sunday. The team's 
physician, Dr. Michael Terry, 
said Burish will soon undergo 
reconstructive knee surgery. He 
added the team expects Burish 
to make a complete recovery. 
POLITICS Curt Schilling 
announced last night he won't 
run for Edward M. Kennedy's 
seat in the U.S. Senate. 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Canada blanks Puerto Rico at Baseball World Cup 



























one for you 


one for me 

You could win* 
$100,000 for you. 

Plus, over 200 other prizes to win! 



Enter Cadbury UPC codes online at 
oneforme.ca for your chance to win/ 



tNO PURCHASE NECESSARY Contest ends Nov. 8,2009. For rules, details & entry, visit www.oneformeoneforyou.ca. Must be Canadian resident age 
of majority. 1 Grand Prize of $100K + a matching cash donation to a charity of your choice. 203 Instant Win Prizes with ARV’s from $35 to $1,000 + a 
matching cash donation to a charity in the contest rules. Odds of winning any prize depend on no. of eligible entries. Odds of winning an Instant Win 
Prize also depends on time & date of entry. Skill-testing question required. ^Charity of choice is a list of registered charities pre-selected by contest 
sponsor in the following categories: Local/Community, Global, Environment & Health. See full contest rules for further details. Trademark of or used 
under license by Cadbury Adams Canada Inc 


And $100,000 for the 
charity of your choice.' 


Plus, over 200 other prizes to give! 



Enter Cadbury UPC codes online at 


oneforyou.ca for your chance to give/ 





/JIrv 


Milk: 


tNO PURCHASE NECESSARY. Contest ends Nov. 8,2009. For rules, details & entry, visit www.oneformeoneforyou.ca. Must be Canadian resident age 
of majority. 1 Grand Prize of $100K + a matching cash donation to a charity of your choice. 203 Instant Win Prizes with ARV’s from $35 to $1,000 + a 
matching cash donation to a charity in the contest rules. Odds of winning any prize depend on no. of eligible entries. Odds of winning an Instant Win 
Prize also depends on time & date of entry. Skill-testing question required. ^Charity of choice is a list of registered charities pre-selected by contest 
sponsor in the following categories: Local/Community, Global, Environment & Health. See full contest rules for further details. Trademark of or used 
under license by Cadbury Adams Canada Inc 
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Across America on algae power 

A car fuelled by a blend of algae-based gasoline has completed a ten-day trip from San Francisco to New York City. The tour was sponsored by the Veggie 
Van Organization along with the support of algae-based renewable fuel company Sapphire Energy, and covered 6,035 kilometres, canadiandriver.com 
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Safety award winners 

The 2010 Dodge Journey, Lincoln MKT (pictured) and 
Mazda 3 have been named Top Safety Pick award win¬ 
ners by the U.S. Insurance Institute for Highway Safety 
J (IIHS). To qualify for an award, a vehicle must earn a 
“good” rating in the Institute’s tests, and be equipped 
with electronic stability control, canadiandriver.com 


BlueZERO concept looks at city mobility 


electric vehicle The near- 
series Mercedes-Benz Con¬ 
cept BlueZERO E-Cell Plus 
electric car combines envi¬ 
ronmentally friendly elec¬ 
tric mobility in the city 
with unrestricted suitabili¬ 
ty for long-distance driving. 

This is made possible 
with the combination of 
the battery-electric drive 
and a combustion engine. 

The range extender gives 
the BlueZERO E-Cell Plus a 
total range of up to 370 
miles, with about 100 km 



solely under electric power 
and thus free of local emis¬ 
sions. 

The electric motor of the 
purely battery-powered 
BlueZERO is combined with 
an additional three-cylin¬ 
der, turbocharged gas en¬ 


gine. Putting out 50 lcW, the 
compact combustion en¬ 
gine is installed in the area 
of the rear axle and can 
charge the battery while 
the car is being driven. 

The long combined 
range makes the concept 
fully suitable for everyday 
use and assures that the 
customer will reach their 
destination even with a de¬ 
pleted battery. The car can 
be refuelled quickly and 
easily at any normal filling 
station. from carguide 



SalvationArmy.ca ~ 1.800.SAL.ARMY 
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WE SEE WHAT MOST DON’T 


We see the heartbreaking effects of poverty, homelessness, 
abuse and addiction every day. Last year in Canada, The 
Salvation Army served 2.5 million meals to the hungry, 
helped 10,000 people with addictions and provided one 
third of all shelter beds each night. This Christmas we ask 
you to open your eyes and your heart. And give. 


■JZJ Today 



Outlander works 


Compact SUV a standout in segment 



sports sedan with charcoal leather and metal accents. 


JIM ROBINSON 

for Metro Canada 


When I drove the second 
generation Outlander back 
in 2007; ■ noted Mitsubishi 
officials were calling it, and 
the Lancer, the most impor¬ 
tant cars in the company’s 
short Canadian history. 

When Mitsubishi arrived 
here seven years ago, it did 
so with a collection of vehi¬ 
cles that were lagging be¬ 
hind the curve. 

The Outlander and 
Lancer set the tone for vast¬ 
ly different lineups of vehi¬ 
cles that have now arrived 
like the Eclipse Coupe and 
Spyder, the Ralliarts, the 
Sportbaclc and the mighty 
EVO GSR and MR. 

Along with new dealer¬ 
ships and new wares, Mit¬ 
subishi hoped Canadians 
would take a second look 
and it seems to be working. 

The 2009 Outlander is 
longer, wider and taller 
than the previous genera¬ 
tion primarily to offer five- 
or seven-passenger seating. 

Seven-seat models have a 
standard under-floor 

stowage compartment and a 
compact third row seat that 
folds flat into the floor when 
not needed. Five-seat models 
also feature an under-floor 
storage bin. The second-row 
seat has 60/40 split fold-and- 
tumble seat backs that ex¬ 
pand cargo capacity. 

The second-row 60/40 
seats fold independently 
and offer a 3.15-in. fore/aft 
slide range to optimize pas¬ 
senger room or cargo room. 

When it bowed as a 2007 
model, the Outlander was 
fitted with a 3.0-litre V6 but 



Type: Compact SUV 
Price: from $ 24,998 
Engine: 2.4-litre SOHC inline 
four-cylinder (168 hp, 167 
Ib/ft); 3.0-litre SOHC V 6 (220 
hp, 204 lb/ft) 


Highlights 

• Longer, wider and taller 

• Plenty of options 

now a 2.4-litre inline SOHC 
four-cylinder has been 
added and found on the en¬ 
try-level ES. It produces 168 
hp and 167 lb/ft of torque. 
The transmission is a CVT 
with an adaptive shift sys¬ 
tem that lets the driver 
shift “manually.” 

Fuel consumption is rat¬ 
ed at 10.5/7.8L/100 1cm 
city/highway for the FWD 
and 10.6/8.0L/100 1cm for 
the AWD. 

Pricing starts at $24,998 
for the ES FWD and 
$26,998 for the ES AWD. 


The mid-trim level LS 
and toptrim XLS Out¬ 
lander models use the 
same 3.0-litre V6 with 220 
hp and 204 lb/ft of torque. 
Drive is through a six- 
speed Sportronic automat¬ 
ic transmission with op¬ 
tional magnesium steer¬ 
ing wheel paddle shifters 
on the XLS model. 

Pricing for the LS starts 
at $27,998 while the Out¬ 
lander XLS starts at 
$32,196. Tested here is the 
XLS with the $4,000 op¬ 
tional Navigation and En¬ 
tertainment Package. It 
builds on the Sun and 
Sound Package adding a 
GPS navigational system, 
40-gigabyte hard disc 
drive, seven-inch front 
touch screen monitor, 
nine-inch monitor for the 
DVD system in the rear 
and a back-up camera. 

In the still red-hot Cana¬ 
dian compact SUV/CUV 
segment Mitsubishi has a 
story to tell and a very 
good product in the Out¬ 
lander. 
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10000 


ON THE RUN TO SELL TEN THOUSAND CARS 


[7888SOLD SO FAR IN 2009] 




WE WILL DO WHATEVER IT TAKES TO GET YOU IN THE CAR YOU WANT. 


FINANCING RATES AS LOW AS 0% 

O'REGAN'S ASSURANCE COMPLIMENTARY VEHICLE 
RETURN POLICY 

BIWEEKLY OR MONTHLY LEASE OR FINANCE OPTIONS 

BIGGEST SELECTION OF USED 
VEHICLES IN ATLANTIC CANADA 




(sft 



CASH PURCHASE INCENTIVES OF UP TO $9,000 

$500 O'REGAN'S GRAD REBATE PROGRAM 

"CASH FOR CLUNKER" REBATES 

OPTION TO LEASE ANY VEHICLE, NEW OR USED, 
THROUGH O'REGAN'S NATIONAL LEASING 


7 O ® © 










3461 Kempt Road, Halifax 

Phone: 902 455 5800 • Fax: 902 453 2028 

Toll Free: 1866 802 2021 


Global 
for 

Outstanding 
Customer 
Satisfaction 

Contact Allan Dwyer, Mike Botchett or Doug Botchett for more 
information or email adwyer@oregans.com 


^$ 22,777 

STK #DA50250^^^^^ 

09 Jeep Liberty 


STK #EN503502 


YOUR 


QUALITY 


2005 Infiniti G35X 

•Air Conditioning -Cruise • Power Everything 

• Sunroof • CD Player • Alloys 

• Heated Seats • Leather Interior 
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09 Jeep Gr. 

Cherokee Laredo 4x4 Sport 4x4 

3.7L V6, AC, PW, PL, PS, Keyless, Alloys, Low Kms 3.7L V6, AC, PW, PL, Keyless, Alloys, Low Kms 

f DARTMOUTH ddodge.com 

. CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE 469-9050 

’Price Plus Tax And Fees. **See Dealer For Details, Cannot be combined with any other offers. Some vehicles not exactly as shown. 


2007 Civic 

A/C, CD, Alloys, Tinted Glass, 
Power Mirrors, Keyless Entry, 
42,011 km 


2007 Corolla ^ 


AC, Cruise, Power Locks, 
Power Mirrors, CD Player 




DARTMOUTH HYUNDAI 465-7500 

60 Baker Drive, Dartmouth, NS TOLL FREE 1-800-565-8003 


Your FREE daily. 

For advertising rates and inquiries, please contact 
Dan Hillier at 421.5836 or dan.hillier(ametronews.ca 
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The smart fortwo took the market by storm for the 2006 model with its tiny diesel engine and cuteness. 

What a gas miser! 


smart fortwo frugal but high maintenance 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 

for Metro Canada 


MODEL: smart fortwo, 
2005-2006 

VEHICLE TYPE: Compact 
‘Minicar’ 

APPROXIMATE USED PRICE 
RANGE: $8,000 to $13,000 

HISTORY/DESCIPTION: The 

fortwo took the market by 
storm for the 2006 model 
year with its tiny diesel en¬ 
gine and stare-grabbing 
cuteness. The successor to 
this original is now on 
sale, with a gas engine. 

The fortwo crosses 
boundaries of age and gen¬ 
der as a frugal and cheap- 
to-ran car that can be en¬ 
joyed by anyone. As a ma¬ 
neuverable runabout or a 
cheeky weekend escape- 
pod, it’s appealing on nu¬ 
merous levels. 

The big draw to the fort¬ 
wo is its minimalist ap¬ 
proach to fuel consumption 
and space-hogging. Get over 
the funny looks and lawn- 
equipment levels of per¬ 
formance, and you’ll likely 
find the first-generation 
fortwo is as charming and 
sensible as a four-wheeled 
scooter with a roof. 

The fortwo ‘Pure’ was 
the basic car, while the 
‘Pulse’ or ‘Passion’ badge 


were fitted to mid-level 
and loaded fortwos, respec¬ 
tively. Features included a 
CD player, air condition¬ 
ing, power accessories, sta¬ 
bility control and antiloclc 
brakes. 

Mounted between the 
rear wheels, the heart of 
the fortwo consisted of an 
800 cc turbo diesel engine 
with 40 horsepower and 73 
lb.-ft of torque. 

WHAT OWNERS LIKE: Own¬ 
ers of the first-gen fortwo 
love the low fuel consump¬ 
tion and minimal re- __ 
fueling trips. Ease 
of parking and ^ 
maneuverabili¬ 
ty are also 
among the cars 
most highly rat¬ 
ed attributes. ^ 

Build quality lev- ^ 
els are appreciated, 
and many owners use 
comments like ‘fun to 
drive’ and ‘eye catching’ to 
sum up their experiences. 


Second 

Gear 


hides are sold and serviced 
by Mercedes Benz dealer¬ 
ships, labor rates can easily 
exceed $ 100/hour. 

COMMON ISSUES: Be sure 
the air conditioner is in 
proper working order on a 
test drive, and check for 
any ‘check engine’ lights, 
too. The latter could indi¬ 
cate numerous problems 
with the diesel emissions 
system or the engine itself 
— so be sure the light isn’t 
illuminated. 

Check for yucky mildew 
_ or moisture on the car¬ 
peting in the driver 
footwell, as a 
leaky seal could 
let water into the 
cabin. This is an 
easy and cheap 
fix. 

»-^THE VERDICT: The 

fortwo may have above-av¬ 
erage maintenance costs, 
but issues look fairly mi¬ 
nor and fuel costs are near- 
nil. 


WHAT OWNERS HATE: The 

fortwo’s transmission is its 
biggest weakness, and 
many owners describe it as 
jerky, abrupt and unre¬ 
fined. Some owners wish 
for cruise control and tilt 
steering, and others wish 
for more power, too. 

A more major owner 
complaint deals with serv¬ 
icing costs. Since smart ve- 



Read this week's column at 


metronews.ca/autopilot 


Website reveals decade’s worst 


list With 2010 model year 
vehicles already on dealer 
lots, U.S.-based Cars.com 
editors reminisced on the 
good, the bad and the ugly 
of the past decade to com¬ 
pile their top ten worst cars 
of the decade. 

Here are some of them 
in no particular order: 
Pontiac Aztek (2001-2005): 
The Aztek was criticized 


for the duration of its life 
for its ghastly styling. 

Jaguar X-Type (2002-2008): in 

the early 2000s, the class of 
entry-level luxury cars was 
growing. Wanting in, 
Jaguar came out with the X- 
Type. The X-Type was a too- 
small, not-so-sporty sedan 
with all-wheel drive that 
was hamstrung by some of 


the forewarned quality is¬ 
sues. 

Toyota Echo (2000-2005): 

The Echo subcompact’s 
high seating position and 
center-mounted instru¬ 
ment panel were two well- 
intentioned features that 
were summarily rejected 
by consumers. 

FROM CARCUIDE 
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Metro Workology exclusive: Skilled Trades 

For the month of September, Metro's Workology section will be focusing on the extremely lucrative and soon to be 
booming employment sector of skilled trades. Be sure to read Workology and metronews.ca/work every day. 


15 


Workology 


Soccer team suspended 


Carleton University gave its entire women’s soccer team a two- 
game suspension after a rookie initiation party involving “ex¬ 
cessive alcohol” and “embarrassing” drinking games left one 
intoxicated player in hospital. Carleton’s athletics director says 
the entire team breached the code of conduct set out by the 
athletics department. metro news services 
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The nuts and bolts of carpentry 


Skilled 

Trades 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 


The skilled trades crucial to 
building homes — carpen¬ 
try and painting — are in 
huge demand. While 
would-be tradespeople 
learn on the job in some 
fields, studying at college 
and doing an apprentice¬ 
ship might give others an 
edge. 

The Nova Scotia Commu¬ 
nity College offers a range 
of trades courses, including 


carpentiy and painting/ 
decorating. Dean Dort 
teaches carpentiy at NSCC 
and says the demand is 
high for qualified carpen¬ 
ters; the course itself has a 
year-long waiting list. 

“They’re not coming out 
of here as full-blown car¬ 
penters, but they are com¬ 
ing out with a good base 
knowledge to build on,” he 
says. 

“A lot of them, as soon as 
they’re done school, they 
have jobs lined up. If you 
can’t find work as a carpen¬ 
ter, you’re not looking.” 

The two-year course 
gives students a basic tool 
box. They perfect their 
trade in a two- or three- 


year paid apprenticeship 
after graduation. Dort says 
classes in the first year cov¬ 
er the basics, taking people 
who may know nothing 
about carpentry and giving 
them a solid foundation in 
the tools and techniques of 
the trade. 

“The first-year instruc¬ 
tors start with a test that 
goes from as easy as two 
plus two to figuring out the 
volume of a cylinder to get 
a feel for where eveiyone is 
at,” Dort says. The second 
year focuses on more com¬ 
plex projects like circular 
stairs, unequal pitch and 
intersecting hip grooves. 
Mandatory work terms 
give students a chance to 



try their new skills and 
make useful work contacts. 

“When they finish the 
second year, they are cred¬ 
ited with 2,000 hours to¬ 
ward their apprenticeship. 
They then go out and work 
in industry,” Dort says. 
This two-year on-the-job 
training fills out their edu¬ 
cation with things like 
timber and roof framing, 
preparing them to become 
journeymen carpenters, 
the highest rank. 


For painters, many start 
with companies like Col¬ 
lege Pro and learn as they 
go. Some companies ex¬ 
pressly recruit untrained 
staff and include a teaching 
as part of the job. Vancou¬ 
ver Island’s Home Painting 
Pro promises a “compre¬ 
hensive training program” 
to new recruits. It asks only 
for a good attitude, a 
phone and transport. 

Formal training as a 
painter/decorator can be 


hard to come by, but New¬ 
foundland’s Academy 
Canada offers such a pro¬ 
gram. After students ac¬ 
quire the basics of the 
trade, they can work to¬ 
ward becoming journey¬ 
men painter/decorators af¬ 
ter graduation. 



Time for a new career? 



Full-time Travel Sales Professionals 

Launch a new career with one of Canada's Top Employers! 
With our ongoing expansion, we have openings in the 
Toronto and the Greater Toronto Area. 

Are you self motivated? 

Do you love sales? 

Do you have a passion for travel? 

If this sounds like you keep reading and apply today! 
Successful candidates will also have: 

• proven sales & customer service skills 

• solid work history 

• a strong academic background 

• travel experience 
We offer: 

• uncapped earning potential 

• career advancement opportunities 

• full industry training 

• award-winning benefits including RRSP 
matching & travel discounts 

Apply online today at 

flightcentre.ca/careers 
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m £2 Mexico travel stays strong 

^ Despite concerns about influenza A (HiNi), also known as swine flu, and drug-related crime, Mexico took four of 10 spots on a list of top fall destinations 

booked through Travel Leaders. Cancun was No. 2 , Riviera Maya was No. 3, cruises to Mexico were No. 7 and Playa del Carmen was No. 10. the associated press 


/ 

A river runs through it 

Travel 

Underground 

\ 

If you ve ever tried to navigate the London Underground at length, you may have discovered 
the system isn’t as simple as its colourful, iconic map would suggest. And the price of arriving 
at the wrong destination? A lot of walking, stair-climbing and explaining to ticket collectors 
why you bought the incorrect fare. So it’s with trepidation that we note the new Underground 
maps are inexplicably missing the River Thames, a rather key piece of the city’s geography. 

Next time we visit, we’ll be hunting down an old map to bring along. metro news services 
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hotels with holy provenance 


EMMA E. FORREST 

Metro World News 


You won’t find a party at¬ 
mosphere when you stay 
overnight at a convent or 
monastery, but you sure 
can’t knock the experience 
for novelty value. 

Many such institutions 
offer plain but clean rooms 
or dormitoiy style accom¬ 
modation, although don’t 
expect cable TV or a Miche- 
lin-starred room service 
menu. Some may even ex¬ 
pect you to join in daily 


A view of the wine cellar at the Convento do Espinheiro in Evora, Portugal. 


prayer sessions or impose 
evening curfews, which is 


not ideal if you’re looking 
for a clubbing holiday. But 


not all holy hotels are aus¬ 
tere and guilt-command¬ 


ing; some are upbeat and 
wholesome health farms, 


others are now luxurious 
five-star retreats that bene¬ 
fit from the beauty of the 
building and surroundings. 
Here’s our guide to the ho¬ 
tels and hostels that could 
be the answer to your holi¬ 
day prayers. 

Convento do Espinheiro, 
Evora, Portugal 

What was once a con¬ 
vent visited by royalty has 
been transformed into a 
super luxurious retreat, 
making splendid use of 
the building’s stunning 
features. There’s been a 
convent in this location 
just outside the UNESCO 
town of Evora in the rustic 
surroundings of the Alen- 
tejo region of Portugal 
since 1458. 

Read more on page 17 » 


Kids Fly FREE! Dreams can come true. 



*Book by September 26,2009 (11:59 MT). Other departure cities and dates available, prices may be slightly higher. Price is per guest, based on double adult occupancy in a standard room. Taxes and fees not included. Advance booking required. Offer limited and subject to availability. Prices are accurate at the time of printing 
deadline. Offer is non-refundable and non-transferable. New bookings only. No group rates or other discounts apply. Excludes events/activities separately priced. tTickets are for one Theme Park per day and must be used within 14 days of first use. ^Transfers must be booked during the booking flow in order to ensure you 
have a reservation. **Everyone in the room must be on the same package and ticket options. Disney Quick-Service Dining Plan excludes alcoholic beverages and children ages 3-9 must choose from children's menu if available. See westjetvacations.com for details. As to Disney artwork/properties: ©Disney KIDS FLY FREE 
(KFF) offer valid for one free child ages 2-17 per one paying adult of 18 years or older. Children's ages will be verified against identification presented for travel. KFF is not valid with any other promotional airfare offer. KFF refers to base fare on select non-stop routes to Orlando only; all taxes and fees for free airfare are still 
due and payable by guest. Offer valid for bookings made between August 27 and September 26,2009 for travel between September 27 and December 17,2009. Space is limited at the KFF promotional price and is based on availability. Prices and rules subject to change without notice and other restrictions may apply. All terms 
and conditions of WestJet Vacations packages apply. 


For every adult that flies, one child flies FREE! 

Plus, receive the Disney Quick-Service Dining Plan FREE when you book a minimum 3 night 
vacation package at a select Disney Value Resort hotel, that includes Theme Park Tickets.** 

Round trip from Halifax: 


Per adult from 


1059 $ 229 


CDN + $130 taxes 


Per child from 


CDN + $130 taxes 


WestJet Vacations package includes: 

• Round trip flight to Orlando, Florida • FREE Disney Quick-Service Dining Plan** 

• 7 nights at a select Disney Value Resort hotel • Upgrade to the Disney Dining Plan 

• 7-Day Magic Your Way Base Ticket* or Deluxe Dining Plan at a discounted rate 

• Disney’s Magical Express transfers* 

Book by September 26 for travel on select dates between September 27 and December 17, 2009. 


Call us at 1 877 737 7001 or contact your travel agent. 
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Southern belle 

The Carnival Fantasy will homeport in Charleston, S.C. year-round beginning in May. The 2,056-passenger Carnival Cruise Lines 
ship will make five-, six and seven-day voyages from South Carolina to the Bahamas and Key West, Fla. the associated press 


travel 17 


Continued from page 16 

Nowadays the lodgings 
have been transformed in¬ 
to majestic suites and a 
gourmet restaurant is lo¬ 
cated in in what used to 
be the wine cellar. 

There are wine-tasting 
sessions in the cloisters 
and a beautiful church — 
covered in hand painted 
tiles and gold engravings 
— that holds monthly 
mass as well as occasional 
weddings and christen¬ 
ings. 

The Convento has just 
opened its fabulously hip 
modern wing with rooms 
featuring contemporary 
art and designer furniture, 
and in the spacious but 
manicured garden there’s 
a pool area that wouldn’t 
look out of place in Mia¬ 
mi. From about $360; conv 
entodoespinheiro.com. 

Marienkron Abbey & 

Hotel, Monchhof, Austria 

Since the 1970s, the Sis¬ 
ters of the Cistercian Order 
have balanced their daily 
prayers with a running a 
full hydrotherapy resort. 
These dynamic sisters offer 
a full wellbeing retreat at 
their convent, with upbeat 
fitness classes, medical di¬ 
agnoses, aromatherapy 
massages, Tibetan medita- 



The Restaurante Divinus at the Convento do Espinheiro. 


tion sessions, and vigorous 
runs and bike rides round 
their substantial grounds. 

From about $98 for full 
board; see marienkron.at. 

Le Couvent D’Herepian & 
Benoit, Provence, France 

This 17th century con¬ 
vent, at the edge of the re¬ 
gional park of the Langue¬ 


doc area in France, has 
been thoughtfully trans¬ 
formed into a luxury bou¬ 
tique hotel with spa. Near¬ 
by, Garrigae Resorts has al¬ 
so transformed a 
monastery into a resort 
with holiday homes in the 
heart of the former friary. 
From about $190; garrigae 
resorts.com. 


tuguese Pousadas chain — 
which painstakingly and 
tastefully transforms cas¬ 
tles, palaces, convents and 
monasteries into unique 
hotels. From about $280; 
visit pestana.com for fur¬ 
ther information. 

Foresteria Venezia, 

Venice, Italy 

This is a cheap way of 
staying in the heart of 
Venice with a view over 
the canal. Run by the 
Methodist church, and a 
stone’s throw from the 
central square of St. 
Mark’s, the accommoda¬ 
tions might be basic but 
you can’t argue with the 
location. 

The dorms are ideal for 


families, and there are 
doubles with en suite bath¬ 
rooms for couples. Save 
here and you can splurge 
on a ride on an iconic gon¬ 
dola through the city. 
From about $35, including 
breakfast; see www.forest 
eriavenezia.it. 


Hopewell Rocks Sept 26 & Oct 11 
Anne Murray, Museums & Winery Tour 
Sept 30 & Oct 10 


Mahone Bay Scarecrow Fest Oct 3 


World Wine & Food Expo Oct 7 


Windsor & Wolfville Fest Oct 8 


CABANA CHARTER TOURS 

Halifax 1-902-444-3350 
www.cabanatravel.ns.ca 


Convento do Carmo, 
Salvador, Brazil 

The Brazilian city of Sal¬ 
vador is the heart of the 
country’s mysterious Can- 
domble religion, but this 
monastery was built by an 
order of Carmelite Friars in 
1586. Now, it’s the first 
luxury historic hotel in 
Brazil, and part of the Por- 



India Unplugged 

37 Day Tour $1180* 

Explore Old Delhi, plod on camelback 

! through the Thar desert, see the Taj 
Mahal and lie on Goa's beaches. 

Tour does not include airfare, meals and local 
payment of INR Rs 36000 . Valid for Jan-Mar 2010 
S departures. Conditions apply. Ask us for details. 

1589 Barrington Street 902 - 482-8006 

""^ADVENTURE TRAVEL 

\ COMP *" r 

www.theadventuretravelcompany.com 


FLIGHT CENTRE (//tbe* 


tab/e 


Airfares 

■ 

Holidays 

i 

Cruise Holiday 

i 

Sun Holidays 


LONDON 

$249 


+ taxes & fees $378 


New York 

FROM $289 

+ taxes & fees $ 109 

Orlando 

FROM $399 

+ taxes & fees $ 110 

Jamaica 

FROM $446 

+ taxes & fees $277 

Amsterdam 

FROM $449 

+ taxes & fees $397 

Cancun 

FROM $547 

+ taxes & fees $225 

Paris 

FROM $549 

+ taxes &fees $418 

Frankfurt 

FROM $569 

+ taxes & fees $297 

Rome 

FROM $599 

+ taxes & fees $367 

Buenos Aires 

FROM $699 

+ taxes & fees $351 


Hong Kong 


FROM $869 

+ taxes & fees $209 


ORLANDO 

7 NIGHTS 

$479 

+ taxes &fees $133 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare and 7 nights 3-star 
accom near Walt Disney World Resort. ADD 
7-Day Magic Your Way Base ticket from $231. 

California Fly & Drive from $5 1 9 

+ taxes & fees $ 131 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare into San 
Francisco and 7-day car rental with unlimited 
mileage to explore California at your own pace. 


MEXICAN 

RIVIERA 

CHRISTMAS 

$671 

FROM ■ 

+ taxes & fees $72 

INCLUDES 7-night cruise over Christmas, 
onboard meals & entertainment. Sail roundtrip 
from Los Angeles and visit Los Cabos, Mazatlan 
and Puerto Vallarta. Port charges included. 
UPGRADE to oceanview cabin for $16 per night. 


Culinary Holidays 


Bermuda from $679 

+ taxes & fees $186 Thailand 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare and 4 nights 
4-star accom. 


Cooking in Koh Lanta from $1699 

taxes & fees included 


In ca Trail 8 Day Tour from $78$ 

+ local payment USD300 

HIGHLIGHTS Lima, Cuzco, Sacred Valley, 
Ollantaytambo, Inca Trail, Machu Picchu & 

Cuzco. 

Colours of Morocco 

1 5 Days Tour from $850 

+ local payment EUR400 

HIGHLIGHTS Casablanca, Fes, Rabat, 

Meknes, Sahara Desert Camp, Todra Gorge, 

Ait Benhaddou, Imlil, Essaouira & the souqs of 
Marrakech. 


INCLUDES 7 nights luxury accom with 
breakfast daily, 4 hands on cooking sessions 
followed by a meal of what you prepared, Thai 
coconut bowls to take home, recipes and apron, 
Krabi airport transfers, cooking session transfers. 

India Cooking in Goa from $1699 

taxes & fees included 

INCLUDES 7 nights accom, 3 hands-on 
cooking classes with expert chef, lunch of what 
you prepared, visit to the local food markets 
with your chef, hand printed recipe book, spice 
& utensil guide, apron, spice garden excursion, 
airport arrival transfer, cooking session transfers. 


I 866 485 7093 | flightcentre.ca 


BOOK NOW 
& SAVE 

$1020 

Book your next Air Canada Vacations air + hotel sun 
holiday package before September 30th, 2009 and 
save up to $I020 A per couple. 

Puerto Plata 4-Star from $989 

+ taxes & fees $298 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. 

Holguin 4-Star from $ 1049 

+ taxes & fees $213 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4-star all-inclusive accom. 


Cancun 4.5-Star from $ 1099 

+ taxes & fees $259 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4.5-star all-inclusive accom. 

Samana 4.5-Star from $1229 

+ taxes & fees $298 

INCLUDES roundtrip airfare, transfers and 
7 nights 4.5-star all-inclusive accom. 


AIR CANADA VACATIONS 


PfcjVp'o^ 

hoiioA;." 


Conditions apply. Ex: Halifax. Air only prices are per person for return travel unless otherwise stated. Package, cruise, tour, rail & hotel prices are per person, based on double occupancy. Prices are subject to availability at advertising deadline and are for select departure dates. Prices are accurate at time of publication, 
but are subject to change. Taxes & fees include transportation related fees, HST and fuel supplements and are approximate and subject to change. *Family price is per person based on 2 adults and 2 children 17 years and under. AOffer valid for travel Nov. 1/09 - Apr. 30110. Must be booked and paid in full by Se 
Subject to availability. Based on double occupancy. Not applicable to group bookings. Offer is subject to change without notice and cannot be combined with any other offer or promotion. Other conditions may apply. Flights operated by Air Canada, f The Perfect Holiday Promise applies to bookings made at Flight 1 
$100 voucher for future travel will be provided to customers who experience an unwanted deviation from their paid itinerary. For full details visit www.flightcentre.ca or speak to a Flight Centre consultant. 



and omissions excepted, 
'109. New bookings only, 
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ENTER FOR aOUR 
CHANCE TO 

UIN 
1 OF 10 

IPOD TOUCH 
UNITS 


USE YOUR WEB-ENABLED DEVICE TO 

VISIT M METRONEWS.CA 

FOR YOUR CHANCE TO WIN! 


CONTEST CLOSES OCTOBER 9, 2009 


INSTANT NEWS UPDATES ON 90UR PHONE. 

FROM AROUND THE GLOBE TO AROUND THE CORNER, 
GET UP-TO-THE-MINUTE-COVERAGE WITH METRO MOBILE. 


m metr^ews.ca 



Parisians and tourists gather on the Champ de Mars, near the Eiffel Tower in Paris, for a game of 
petanque and a glass of pastis. They connected via EnjoYourParis.com, a site that provides a way 
for visitors to get a taste of Parisian life. 


Website uncovers the 
friendly side of Paris 


A cure for Parisians* 
brusque, haughty reputa¬ 
tion may be at hand. Take 
a website, add a hint of 
anise-based pastis liqueur, 
a game of petanque and 
international travellers 
ready to mingle. 

Two young entrepre¬ 
neurs are introducing visi¬ 
tors to Paris life a la ffan- 
caise. On a recent evening, 
they brought out the pastis, 
some water to mix it with, 
fruit juice and Coca-Cola 
for an international happy 
hour al fresco. With the Eif¬ 
fel Tower in the back¬ 
ground, people opened 
snacks and bottles and 
started chatting. 

Remi Brichant, 25, and 
Guillaume Giler, 24, 
launched a website in May 
that organizes social 
events, EnjoYourParis.com. 
The idea came from a per¬ 
sonal travel experience. 
When Giler studied abroad 
in Australia a 
few years 
ago, he was 
put in touch 
with a local 
student who 
showed him 
around his 
new campus 
and intro¬ 
duced him to 
people. 

Brichant 
and Giler thought Paris 
should have a similar serv¬ 
ice and decided to take the 
concept further by creating 
special events where inter¬ 
national visitors could meet 
Parisians to talk, share and 
just have fun. In a few 
months, some 600 mem¬ 
bers signed up. 

“In Paris, there are so 


many foreigners, and 
Parisians are known to be 
difficult to meet,” Giler 
said. 

As the sun set and the 
evening light grew pink, a 
group of approximately 20 
people formed around the 
table, introducing them¬ 
selves to one another, most¬ 
ly in English or French. Au- 
relie Bernos, 25, poured 
drinks. She grew up in Paris 
and lived in Australia for a 
year while in school. 

“It’s fun, there are always 
new people,” she said. 

She brought along a 
work colleague, Fabien 
Huett, 28, from southern 
France, who lived in Paris 
for eight years. Like the 
participants from faraway 
lands, he says it has been 
difficult for him to meet 
Parisians. 

Marcus Grambau, 24, was 
on a two-month visit in 
Paris from Melbourne. “I 
_ didn’t want 


“In Paris, there are 
so many foreigners, 
and Parisians are 
known to be 
difficult to meet.” 
Guillaume Giler, 
EnjoYourParis.com 
founder 


to spend two 
months here 
alone,” he 
said. The first 
event Gram¬ 
bau attended 
was on 

Bastille Day. 

For the na¬ 
tional holi¬ 
day, Brichant 
hosted a par¬ 
ty at his parents’ apart¬ 
ment, which has a view of 
the Eiffel Tower. When the 
fireworks set off from the 
Parisian landmark, the in¬ 
ternational group had one 
of the best seats in the city 
to watch the show. 

“If I hadn’t joined the 
group, I would have been 
standing in the crowd like 


Good to know 


• Sign up at fr.enjoyourparis. 
com and fill out the question¬ 
naire. Check what interests 
you — cultural, food, or 
nighttime events are some of 
the categories. Once logged 
in, you'll be able to see the 
calendar and who has signed 
up. Brichant and Giler also 
send out a weekly email 
newsletter to let people 
know what's coming up. 


eveiyone else,” Grambau 
said. Since meeting up with 
the EnjoYourParis.com 
crowd, he’s made friends 
with three French people 
and regularly meets them 
for drinks and dinner. 

On the pastis evening, 
Grambau and the rest of 
the group played petanque, 
France’s version of bocce 
ball. Brichant and Giler ran¬ 
domly drew names to de¬ 
cide what the teams would 
be. 

“We try to put them with 
people they don’t know,” 
Brichant explained. 

On one side of the field, 
Perrine Le Guern, a 24-year 
old pastry cook from the 
northwestern city of 
Rennes, teamed up with 
Milli Brack, 26, who was 
visiting from Germany. 
Bernos teamed with Hany 
Krakhofer, 23, visiting from 
Austria. 

With the help of Le 
Guern, who translated into 
English, Parisian Augustin 
Fabre explained the rales. 
Brichant and Giler kept 
track of scores, but the fo¬ 
cus was clearly not on who 
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Hasselhoff denies drunk allegation 

David Hasselhoff is looking to correct rumours that he was taken to the hospital after collapsing drunk over the weekend. 

His lawyer said Hasselhoff had a bad reaction to a medication, according to Exposay. metro world news 
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Entertainment 

* On the move 

Matt Damon is moving to Cali- 
T fornia so he can be closer to 

Ben Affleck — both famous ac¬ 
tors are currently raising 
young daughters. 

femalefirst.co.uk 
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Trailer Park memories 

Looking back at the hit TV show's funniest moments 



Trailer Park Boys: Countdown To Liquor Day opened Friday. 


PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


Drug dealing, faking 
disability, excessive drink¬ 
ing, gunfights, pepperoni, 
and a shopping-cart steal¬ 
ing racket. 

Who could have guessed 
that these would be run¬ 
ning gags on the most pop¬ 
ular Canadian comedy se¬ 
ries of the last decade? In 
2001, Showcase took a risk 
by funding a weird mocu- 
mentary about a group of 
loveable low-level crimi¬ 
nals called the Trailer Park 
Boys. 

Today Ricky, Julian, and 
Bubbles are Canadian pop 
culture icons. The recent 
release of the gang’s latest 
movie Trailer Park Boys: 


Countdown To Liquor Day 
is the final entry in the 
franchise (for now). 

So it seems like a good 
time to look back at some 
of the funniest moments 
in the history of The Trail¬ 
er Park Boys. 

1) Ricky Kidnaps 
Rush: Perhaps the most 
beloved episode of the se¬ 
ries (for good reason) has 
got to be the one in which 
Ricky kidnaps Alex Lifeson 
from Rush when Bubbles is 
unable to get tickets to his 
concert. This led to a pri¬ 
vate concert for the boys 
and also helped transform 
the cult series into a na¬ 
tion-wide phenomena. 

Best Line: “This isn’t kid¬ 
napping, I’m borrowing 
you for a little bit.” Ricky 
(while escorting Alex Life- 


Movie feature 


son at gunpoint). 

2) Feeding A Dog 
Brownies: In one of the 
finest episodes from the 
first season, Ricky attempts 
to babysit his daughter and 
a neighbour’s dog with dis¬ 
astrous results. Ricky ends 
up getting shot by his 
daughter and accidentally 
feeding the dog a tray of 
“special” brownies. The re¬ 
sult was a hilarious and 
boundary-breaking 20 min¬ 
utes that helped set the 
tone for the rest of the se¬ 
ries. 

Best line: “The dog is on 
dope, you guys are intelli¬ 
gent.” Sam Losco (veteri¬ 
narian). 

3) Know what I’m 
sayin’?: One of the more 


beloved secondary charac¬ 
ters on the series has got to 
be J-Roc, the incredibly 
white leader of the trailer 
park’s hip-hop community 
who fancies himself the 
next Eminem. The prob¬ 
lem is that he doesn’t quite 
have the same skill or con¬ 
nections, but does have an 
irritating tendency to 
spawn his own catch 
phrases and run them into 
the ground. None of which 
are quite as entertaining as 
his inability to end any 
sentence without adding a 
“know what I’m sayin’?” 

Best line: “Why you al¬ 
ways counting my ‘know- 
what-I’m-sayin’s? Are you 
talcin’ a lcnow-what-I’m- 
census?” J-Roc. 

4) Conky: In Season 
4, the series had reached a 


new level of popularity 
and was awarded a larger 
budget. As a result, creator 
Mike Clattenburg and co. 
made a season filled with 
ambitious and surreal plot- 
lines that expanded the 
possibilities of the show. 
None of these new devel¬ 
opments were as bizarre or 
memorable as Bubbles’ 
hand puppet Conky that 
seemed to take over the 
show’s most lovable per¬ 
sonality. A fan favorite and 


a series highlight. 

Best Line: “Those were 
excellent negotiation tac¬ 
tics you used, Patrick 
Swayze.” Conky. 

5) The Hash Drive¬ 
way: In Season 5, the boys 
decided to conceal a mas¬ 
sive collection of hash by 
melting it down into the 
world’s most potent drive¬ 
way. 

Nuff said. 

Best Line: All of them. 


The New Class 
of World Class. 



The 2010 Buick LaCrosse. Luxury and style. Inside and out. Plus the best 
coverage in Canada -5 Year/160,000km powertrain component warranty 
including roadside assistance and courtesy transportation^ And if you 
don't love it, our 60-Day Satisfaction Guarantee lets you bring it back.* 

Put us to the test against anyone. And may the best car win. 

Visit buick.gm.ca. ^ 


BUICK 

MAY THE BEST CAR WIN. 


Buick LaCrosse 



AWhichever comes first, see your dealer for details. ^Return between 30-60 days with less than 4,000km. Vehicle usage fee and other restrictions apply. Take retail delivery by 11/30/09. 
*Buick is a brand of General Motors of Canada, the Official Vehicle Partner of the Vancouver 2010 Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games. TM© 2009, VANOC. Used under Licence. 
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Man with a message 


President Barack Obama is pictured with host David Letterman 
on The Late Show with David Letterman Monday night. 


President Barack Obama is 
back doing what many be¬ 
lieve he does best — com¬ 
municating his message 
via high-profile television 
appearances. 

His latest media blitz, 
which culminated Monday 
night in his first presiden¬ 
tial appearance on the Late 
Show With David Letter- 
man, has been aimed at 
promoting health-care re¬ 
form directly to the Ameri¬ 
can people in the waning 
days of a summer of blis¬ 
tering nationwide debate. 

Obama’s appearance on 
Letterman, the first ever 
for a sitting president, was 
apparently meant to reach 
those who managed to 
avoid seeing him on the 
political talk-show circuit 
Sunday, when he appeared 
on no fewer than five dif¬ 
ferent broadcasts. 

Not everyone was greet¬ 
ing Obama’s media blitz 
with open arms — notori¬ 
ously right-wing news out¬ 
let Fox News was left out of 
the Sunday morning rat¬ 
ings bonanza when it was 
denied a presidential inter¬ 
view for Fox News Sunday. 

“They are the biggest 
bunch of ciybabies I have 
dealt with in my 30 years 
in Washington,” Chris Wal¬ 
lace, the show’s host, com- 


awards The breakout 
movie from a rising Que¬ 
bec director has been cho¬ 
sen as Canada’s bid for an 
Oscar in the best foreign- 
language film category. 

Telefilm says it chose 
Xavier Dolan’s wrenching 
family drama, I Killed my 
Mother, (J’ai tue ma mere) 
from 18 eligible films. 

It’s the latest accolade 
for the 20-year-old Dolan, 
who wrote, directed and 
stars in the semi-autobio¬ 
graphical film that drew 
raves at Cannes earlier this 
year. 

The film focuses on 16- 
year-old Hubert Minel, and 
his explosive clashes with 
his mother. 

Ninety-six countries 
have been invited to sub¬ 
mit their top film for Acad¬ 
emy Award consideration. 

A final list of five for¬ 
eign-language films will be 


“Canadians don’t 
seem to mind it.” 

U.S. President Barack 
Obama on Canada's 
health-care system 

plained to colleague Bill 
O’Reilly on his show, The 
O’Reilly Factor. 

“We figured Fox would 
rather show So You Think 
You Can Dance than broad¬ 
cast an honest discussion 
about health insurance re¬ 
form,” White House 
spokesman Josh Earnest 
told ABC News about the 
reason Fox News wasn’t of¬ 
fered an interview. 

Obama’s 15-minute in¬ 
terviews ran on CNN, CBS, 
NBC, ABC and the Spanish- 


Past nominations 

• Canadian films that have 
snagged nominations in the 
best foreign language Oscar 
category include Deepa 
Mehta's Water, in 2006, and 
three films by Denys Ar- 
cand, including 1986’s The 
Decline of the American 
Empire, 1989's Jesus of 
Montreal, and 2003's The 
Barbarian Invasions, which 
won the award. 


announced when the Os¬ 
car nominations are re¬ 
vealed on Feb. 2, 2010, 
with the hardware handed 
out March 7. 

Canada’s submission last 
year was Benoit Pilon’s pe¬ 
riod piece, The Necessities 
of Life (Ce qu’il faut pour 
vivre). 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


language Univision. Con¬ 
ducted from the White 
House in the Roosevelt 
Room, the president was 
peppered with questions 
not just on health-care re¬ 
form, but also on his picks 
for the World Series, the 
situation in Afghanistan 
and the role his race is 
playing in the attacks be¬ 
ing levelled against him by 
his conservative oppo¬ 
nents. 

On Letterman on Mon¬ 
day night, Obama joked 
about suggestions that vit¬ 
riolic opposition to his 
health-care reform plans 
are fuelled by racism. 

“First of all, I think it’s 
important to realize that I 
was actually black before 
the election,” Obama said 

I to guffaws from Letterman 
and his audience. 

Talking about socialized 
medicine, Letterman re¬ 
marked that comparisons 
have been made to Great 
Britain and Canada, a no¬ 
tion that panics critics, but 
to him, doesn’t seem so 
bad. 

“Canadians don’t seem 
to mind it,” Obama noted 
as a raucous cheer of sup¬ 
port went up from the stu¬ 
dio audience. “Seem to be 
some Canadians here,” 
Obama remarked. 
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Two million buy 
new Brown book 

sales Dan Brown’s new 
novel has passed the two- 
million mark. 

Doubleday announced 
yesterday that sales for 
The Lost Symbol topped 
two million copies in its 
first week. 

The total, for the United 
States, Britain and Canada, 
includes hardcover, audio 
and e-book sales. The Lost 
Symbol came out Sept. 15 
with an initial print run of 
five million books that 
since was raised to 5.6 mil¬ 
lion. 

The book is Brown’s first 
since The Da Vinci Code, 
an international phenom¬ 
enon published in 2003. 
The Da Vinci Code has 
sold more than 40 million 
copies worldwide. 
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I Killed My Mother Canada's 
shot at a foreign film Oscar 




THEATRE There will 
be more than a little 
star power in the 
upcoming 
Broadway revival of 
A Little Night Music, 
the Stephen Sond- 
heim-Hugh Wheel¬ 
er musical. Cather¬ 
ine Zeta-Jones and 


Catherine Zeta-Jones 


Angela Lansbury 
will share top 
billing in the pro¬ 
duction which 
begins preview 
performances 
Nov. 24 and 
opens Dec. 13. 
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Klum expected to give birth soon 

Heidi Klum reportedly sat out the Ann Taylor fashion show out of fear of labour pains, according to Babble. 
The very pregnant Klum is expected to give birth to her fourth child any day now. metro world news 
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Locklear reprises Melrose role 


tv Heather Locklear is 
reprising her signature 
role as scheming Amanda 
Woodward on its updated 
version of Melrose Place, 
the CW network an¬ 
nounced Tuesday. 

Locklear will make her 
debut appearance Nov. 17 
on the prime-time soap. 
The revived Melrose Place 
premiered earlier this 
month. 

The 47-year-old Locklear 
joined the original Mel¬ 
rose Place in 1993, at the 
end of the first season. 
She stayed throughout 
the series’ seven-year run 
on the Fox network. As 
Amanda, she was the 
ruthless head of the D&D 
advertising agency. 

Before Melrose, Lock¬ 


lear had 
been a reg¬ 
ular on the 
cop show 
T.J. Hooker 
and the 
glamorous 
melodra¬ 
ma Dy¬ 
nasty. 

She later co-starred 
with Michael J. Fox on the 
sitcom Spin City. 

She will now be joining 
original Melrose cast- 
mates Laura Leighton, 
Thomas Calabro, Josie Bis- 
set and Daphne Zuniga in 
the CW’s updated version. 

No details were released 
on how many appear¬ 
ances Locklear will make 
on the series. 
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Locklear 


Kenya 

Hunt 

Exclusively at 

metronews.ca/globalstyle 


For complete online movie 
listings, trailers, reviews 
and tickets, visit: 

metronews.ca/movies 




In brief 


NEW SERIES A Vancouver TV 
writer is hoping to launch a 
new series that will focus on 
the trials and tribulations of 
the war in Afghanistan. Com¬ 
bat Hospital, the show's work¬ 
ing title, plans to focus its 
attention on the Role 3 Multi¬ 
national Hospital at Kandahar 
Airfield. The hospital employs 
doctors and nurses from several 
nations and provides advanced 
medical care, the Canadian press 


Smith’s doctors warned 


Three pharmacists cautioned against drugs, say affidavits 



A Los Angeles pharma¬ 
cist told reality TV star 
Anna Nicole Smith’s in¬ 
ternist that the drugs 
the internist prescribed 
to the model after her 
son died were “pharma¬ 
ceutical suicide/’ ac¬ 
cording to unsealed 
documents written by 
state officials. 

Smith’s doctors were 
warned about prescrip¬ 
tion drugs by three phar¬ 
macists, according to 
unsealed affidavits ob¬ 
tained Monday by the Los 
Angeles Times. 

The pharmacist refused 
to fill the prescriptions 
and later recalled think¬ 
ing, “They are going to 
kill her with this.” 

The documents are part 
of an investigation of the 
role that Smith’s doctors, 
psychiatrist Khristine 
Eroshevich and internist 
Sandeep Kapoor, had in 
her overdose death in 
February 2007. 

The physicians and 

According to unsealed affidavits, three pharmacists warned now- Smith’s boyfriend and at- 
deceased reality TV star Anna Nicole Smith’s doctors about over- torney Howard K. Stern 
prescribing drugs following her son’s death. pleaded not guilty May 13 


to conspiring to illegally 
provide her with con¬ 
trolled substances. 

A preliminary hearing 
is scheduled for next 
month. 

In court papers filed 
last week, prosecutors 
said they plan to call the 
model’s bodyguard and 
Larry Birlchead, the fa¬ 
ther of her daughter, 
Dannielynn, as witnesses. 

The documents also 
cite evidence that both 
physicians crossed profes¬ 
sional boundaries by hav¬ 
ing sexual contact with 
their famous patient. 

Calls to attorneys rep¬ 
resenting Eroshevich and 
Kapoor were not immedi¬ 
ately returned Monday. 

The first request for 
drugs for the former Play¬ 
boy Playmate came five 
days after her son died 
and asked for two seda¬ 
tives, 300 tablets of 
methadone, a muscle re- 
laxer, an anti-inflamma¬ 
tory drug and four 
bottles of a strong pain¬ 
killer. 
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Eastwick 

There’s a saying that God is in 
the details, but ABC hopes the 
devil is in the ratings with this 
new TV series adapted from the 
John Updike novel and 1987 
movie hit “The Witches of East¬ 
wick.” Lindsay Price, Rebecca 
Romijn and Jaime Ray Newman 
star as three women in a New 
England village who are drawn 
together by a handsome new¬ 
comer (Paul Gross, “Due South”) 
who unleashes unique powers in 
them. 11 PM on ABC ASN 



Dragon’s Den 

Enter the dragons — again 
— to revisit the show’s most 
recent incarnation and discuss 
what they liked and disliked 
about the pitches and products 
they reviewed. They also dish 
some dirt on one another as 
they reveal how they spent their 
money. This special “Anatomy of 
the Pitch” episode also includes 
the announcement of the Arm¬ 
chair Dragon winner, who gets 
$75,000. 8 PM on CBC 

Mercy 

Try to imagine “ER” with oc¬ 
casional dashes of the zany 
“Scrubs,” and you have a pretty 
good handle on this new dram- 
edy, which stars Taylor Schilling 
as Veronica, one of three nurses 
at the heart of the action. And 
she has plenty of personal action 
going on, with a controlling hub¬ 
by (Diego Klattenhoff) at home 
and a charming doc (James 
Tupper) from her Iraq tour on the 
iob. 9 PM on NBC 
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The USA 

} Cobra Starship-Good 
| Girls Go Bad 

| Lola - High Heels 

[ Jay Sean Ft Lil Wayne- 
[Down 

[David Guetta FtAkon- 
[ Sexy Chick 

‘ Justin Bieber - One Time 

J Jason Derulo - Whatcha 
1 Say 


WIN A BOUNCE 
ROADSHOW 
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No wedding in the cards: Oksana 

Mel Gibson's girlfriend Oksana Grigorieva might be a mom-to-be, but she's not a bride-to-be, people.com reports. On British GMTV Tuesday, 
she said, “we have no plans to marry whatsoever... I haven't thought about it — we haven't spoken about it.” metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


Surfs girly sartorial habits 



little adult My, how she’s 
growing! 

Suri Cruise, 3, retained 
her chic child status Mon¬ 
day, sporting a pair of high 
heels while shopping with 
mom Katie Holmes in 
Boston (where Tom Cruise 
is shooting his new action 
comedy, Wichita), us- 
magazine.com reports. 

“Suri’s very much like 
her mother,” Cruise 
told Hello! mag¬ 
azine last year. 

“She will not 


away the trousers are off 
and a dress is on instead! 

“The other day, Kate 
showed her some gold- 
coloured sneakers think¬ 
ing she might like to wear 
them, and she looked at 
them and said, ‘Oh mom¬ 
my, these are lovely, but 
they’re boy shoes,”’ he 
added. “She’s sweet, but 
she’s very strong-willed — 
just like her mother.” 

METRO NEWS 


wear 

trousers, on¬ 
ly dresses. I 
put a pair of 
trousers 
on her and 
turn and leave 
the room 
and 

straight 


Jessica devastated without Daisy 


life partner After losing 
her beloved maltipoo 
Daisy to a coyote attack 
last week, friends fear Jes¬ 
sica Simpson may be at 
the lowest point of her 
life, people.com reports. 

“Daisy was her baby,” 
one of them told peo- 
ple.com. “It’s going to put 
her into a tailspin. It will 
put her into the worst 
place ever.” 

But another source close 
to the actress says she’s 
coping better than her 
friends may realize. 

“She’s really upset, but 
she’s not spiralling out of 
control by any means,” 
this source said. “She’ll get 
through this but it is like 
losing a family member.” 

Daisy was perhaps one 
of the most pampered pets 



in Hollywood. Simpson fed 
Daisy steak, not dog food, 
and referred to herself as 
“Daisy’s Mommy.” When 
leaving the house, Simp¬ 
son left on the air-condi¬ 
tioning for her dog; and 
when Daisy was sick, 
Simpson refused vis¬ 
itors so that they 
wouldn’t wake 
Daisy. She threw 
Daisy birthday 
parties, and 

when she 

talked about hav¬ 
ing a “girls’ 
night in” with 
a video, she was 
talking 
about 
her¬ 
self 
and 


Daisy. 

“Jessica has a very small 
inner circle,” the friend 
said. “But she always had 
Daisy. Daisy gave her un¬ 
conditional love.” 

And, unlike some of the 
men in her life, the 
friend added, 
“Daisy never be¬ 
trayed her. 
Daisy was al¬ 
ways there for 
her. This is se¬ 
rious. Jessica’s 
heart is broken.” 
Whenever she 
was out at 
night, Simpson 
called 

home 
and 
had 


“someone put Daisy on 
the phone so she could say 
goodnight.” 

“Daisy ran the house¬ 
hold,” the friend said. “If 
Daisy didn’t like you, you 
were gone. Sometimes if 
her regular hair and make¬ 
up people weren’t avail¬ 
able and Jessica had a sit- 
in, if Daisy didn’t like 
them, they wouldn’t be 
back.” 

When Simpson was hav¬ 
ing relationship problems, 
“she would cry herself to 
sleep at night, using Daisy 
as a pillow.” 

All of the sources agreed 
on one point: It’s been a 
tough year for Jessica 
Simpson. 

“I want her to catch a 
break,” the first friend 

Said. METRO NEWS SERVICES 


I still love the old Jon: Kate 


Kevin picks bros for best men 



breakup, she and es¬ 
tranged husband Jon had 
considered moving from 
Wernersville, Pa. — where 
they own a $1.1 mil¬ 
lion home — and 


PINING FOR THE PAST Kate 
Gosselin still loves Jon — 
but not the man she 
knows now, people.com 
reports. 

“I miss Jon, the Jon I 
used to know,” she told 
the audience at the 
Southern Women’s 
Show in Charlotte, N.C., 
on Thursday. 

She also opened up to 
the crowd of 700 about 
her failed marriage, 
adds 

usmagazine.com. 

She revealed 
that the last year 
before the 


building a new pad in 
North Carolina. But the 
timing was bad. 

“Our kids’ school and 
our church kept us there,” 
she said. “It was scary to 
move so far away.” 

When a woman told 
Gosselin she identifies 
with her because she re¬ 
cently split with her 
boyfriend, Gosselin told 
her, “I don’t think you 
want to talk to 
me about 

boyfriends or 
breaking up.” 

METRO NEWS 


Justin and Rihanna dating in secret? 



illicit romance Justin Tim- 
berlalce looks set to break 
a million hearts after he 
allegedly began dating 
Rihanna in secret, fe- 
malefirst.co.uk 
ports. 

Timberlake turned 
up at The Emmys with¬ 
out his girlfriend Jessi¬ 
ca Biel, and though 
he told the press 


that Biel just had a cold, 
it’s rumoured that the pair 
had split. 
It’s no 
secret 
that 
Timber- 
lake and 
Rihanna 


have been friends for a 
while now, but one source 
is claiming the two are 
more than friends. Accord¬ 
ing to a source for Heat- 
world, “Justin and Rihan¬ 
na have been seeing each 
other for the past few 
weeks. He is really into her 
and it’s only a matter of 
time before he dumps Jes¬ 
sica.” METRO NEWS SERVICES 



The Best Halifax has to Offer 


Metro News and 96.5 Kool FM want YOU to 
weigh in on the city's coolest places to eat, 
party, shop - you name it! 

Go to metronews.ca or kool 965 fm.ca to register 
your choice for this month's category: 

Metro’s Koolest School! 

One lucky player will win a prize pack valued at over $100! 


metr 


Do it daily. 


PRE-WEDDING PLANS Kevin 
Jonas may not have set a 
wedding date yet, but the 
oldest Jonas Brother has 
one thing checked off his 
to-do list as he prepares to 
tie the knot with girlfriend 
Danielle Deleasa — he’s 
chosen a best man, peo- 
ple.com reports. 

Make that best men. 

“I decided that it’s going 
to be both Joe and Nick,” 
Kevin, 21, confirmed to 
People on the Toronto set 
of Camp Rock 2: The Final 
Jam. “Dani has an older 
and a younger sister, so it 



works out really well. I can 
have two best men, and 
she can have two maids of 
honour.” 

Now that the situa¬ 
tion has been set¬ 
tled, what do the 
two best men 
have planned 
for the bache¬ 
lor party? 

“It will be 
good, clean 
fun,” says Nick, 

17. Adds Joe, 19: 
won’t be in Ve¬ 
gas. Vegas is 
not really 


the ideal place. We are 
thinking somewhere even 
cooler and better.” 

According to Nick, “He 
will give us suggestions on 
what he would like 
and we keep on try¬ 
ing to tell him no. 
We’re like, ‘You 
have no involve¬ 
ment in planning 
this. Just get ready to 
have a good time.’” 

METRO NEWSSERVICES 




Can we change the subject? 


Celebrity tweets 



how rude No one is more 
tired of talking about 
Kanye West’s interruption 
of Taylor Swift at the VMAs 
than Swift herself. The 
young singer walked 
out of an interview 
in Florida recently 
when the DJ would¬ 
n’t ask about any¬ 
thing else. 

“I really would 
appreciate if 
we could talk 
about some¬ 
thing else, 


because I’ve asked you 
three times now,” Swift 
pleaded, according to 
Hollyscoop. “I’m trying to 
be nice about it.” 

But when the DJ 
didn’t get the point 
and kept asking 
about the incident, 
Swift calmly stood 
up and left the stu¬ 
dio without say¬ 
ing another 
word. 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 


Khloe set to marry Sunday 


rush job Khloe Kardashian 
is not wasting time on 
wedding planning. The re¬ 
ality star will wed L.A. Lak¬ 
er Lamar Odom on Sun¬ 
day, leaving time for a 
honeymoon before the 
Lakers preseason be¬ 
gins Oct. 7, 
magazine.com 
confirmed. 

The wedding 
will take place 
at the L.A.- 


area home of music man¬ 
ager and Kardashian fami¬ 
ly friend, Irving Azoff, 
multiple sources confirm 
to Us. 

Kardashian, 25, and 
Odom, 29 — who 
met at a party in L.A. 
— will be tying the 
knot after only 
about a month 
of dating. 

METRO NEWS 
SERVICES 




Lindsay Lo- 
han 

doesn't ap¬ 
prove of 
Samantha Ron- 
son's activities, Kirstie Alley 
is filling up her week, and 
Ashton Kutcher tries to get 
some perspective. 

• Osevinnyne6i26 Nice to 
see (§samantharonson has 
found a party rather than 
being honest 

• Okirstiealley I start,tomor¬ 
row, dancing 2 hours a 
day..YAY ...2 days a week. 2 
days circuit training and 
swimming and 2 days hik¬ 
ing and biking..I'm READY!! 

• Gaplusk If we all threw 
our problems in a pile and 
saw every¬ 
one else's, 


we'd grab 


back 
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©The Weather Network 2009 

Today 

Partly cloudy 
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1 Showers 
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TAKE THE WEATHER 

WITH YOU 
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For more delicious Metro recipes, visit: metronews.ca/food 



Take Five 



Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 



ACROSS 


I Remuneration 
4 — Aviv 

7 Java neighbour 

8 Subject 

10 Bert’s roomie 

II Left 

13 “Good Golly 
Miss Molly” 
singer 

16 Crucial 

17 Denounces 

18 Seek damages 

19 Not so much 

20 Rope material 

21 Tolerate 

23 Parliamentari¬ 
ans 

25 Eager, plus 

26 Cage compo¬ 
nents 

27 Witty one 

28 Feel one’s way 
30 Sprite 

33 Horn blower 
of rhyme 

36 Thelma’s pal 

37 O. Henry’s spe¬ 
cialty 

38 Over and done 
with 

39 California 


wine valley 

40 Acquire 

41 “Holy cow!” 


DOWN 


1 Dorm-raid prize 

2 Settled down 

3 Gave way 

4 Poison 

5 Grand tales 

6 Stone (Suff.) 

7 Spreadable 
cheese 

8 Contract claus¬ 
es 

9 Stopped 

10 Wapiti 

12 Starr’s gear 

14 Facility 

15 Passbook abbr. 

19 Cover 

20 Store-front 
sign abbr. 

21 Use 

22 Hallux 

23 Slimming sur¬ 
gery, for short 

24 Following or¬ 
ders 

25 Piercing tool 

26 Judicially clad 


28 Move graceful¬ 
ly 

29 Put back to ze¬ 
ro 

30 Run off to wed 

31 Moth variety 

32 Palin portray¬ 
er Tina 

34 Mao Tse- 

35 Highland hill¬ 
side 


PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD 
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Cider Beef Stew 

INGREDIENTS: 

2 lbs (1 kg) beef stew meat, 
cut into 1-in. (2.5 cm) 
cubes 

2 tbsp (25 mL) canola oil 

3 cups (750 mL) apple 
cider or juice 

2 tbsp (25 mL) cider vine¬ 
gar 

2 tsp (10 mL) salt, optional 
1/4 to 1/2 tsp (1 to 2 mL) 
dried thyme 

1/4 tsp (1 mL) pepper 

3 medium potatoes, 
peeled and cubed 

4 medium carrots, cut into 
3/4-in. (2 cm) pieces 

3 celery ribs, cut into 3/4- 
in. (2 cm) pieces 
2 medium onions, cut into 
wedges 

1/4 cup (50 mL) all-purpose 
flour 

1/4 cup (50 mL) water 

METHOD: 

1. In Dutch oven, brown 


beef on all sides in oil over 
medium-high heat; drain. 
Add cider, vinegar, salt if 
desired, thyme and 
pepper; bring to boil. Re¬ 
duce heat; cover and sim¬ 
mer 11/4 hours. 

2. Add potatoes, carrots, 
celery and onions; return 
to boil. Reduce heat; cover 
and simmer 30-35 minutes 
or until beef and 
vegetables are tender. 

3. Combine flour and wa¬ 
ter until smooth; stir into 
stew. Bring to boil; cook 
and stir 2 minutes or until 
slightly thickened. 

SERVES 8 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 Vjy 

Today’s Mars-Jupiter link-up is 
full of potential, especially if 
you are the sort of Aries who 
acts fast and likes to be first. 


LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 Vp/ 

Is a certain person’s optimism 
justified? Maybe, maybe not, 
but what happens today will 
convince you that it is better to 
be positive in your outlook. 


TAURUS /T\ 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 V£/ 

Make sure you listen to both 
sides of the stoiy you are about 
to be told. Be aware of all view¬ 
points. 

SC0RPI ° (m) 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Strive to make an impression 
on powerful people — even if 
you are the sort of Scorpio who 
does not like to draw attention 
to yourself. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

Seek out people who know 
how to enjoy themselves and 
avoid those who seem to cany 
the weight of the world on 
their shoulders. 

SAGITTARIUS iOt 

NOV 23-DEC 21 V*]/ 

There is precious little you can¬ 
not do today. With Jupiter, your 
ruler, linked to fiery Mars your 
energy and enthusiasm make 
all things possible. 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

You may be behind in your 
work and you may have fallen 
short of your aims, but what of 
it? Life isn’t just about earning 
a living and getting ahead. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 \Jy 

If you push your luck too far 
the powers that be will not be 
amused, and you won’t be 
laughing either when you have 
to pay a penalty of some sort. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

The Sim, your ruler, and power 
planet Pluto form an explosive 
angle today, but you need to 
know what you are capable of. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

You need to have faith in peo¬ 
ple today, especially if you are 
one of those Aquarians who 
looks at the world as if it is hop¬ 
ing to cheat you. 


VIRGO /T\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 

There is not much point trying 
to deny that you have made a 
mess of something because 
everyone can see the less than 
impressive results. 

PISCES /TT\ 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

Today’s Mars-Jupiter link-up 
will do wonders for your self¬ 
belief and you will most likely 
attempt something you were 
too afraid to try in the past. 


WORDY CURDYbY TRICKY RICKY KANE 

1. Rear blue birds or Toronto players (1) 

pair or words lUKe rAl LA 1 
and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 

2. Picket-line crossers’ taxis (1) tlle >' ' n the letter 

| |- 1 - 1 - 1 -- 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 squares. The number after the 

definition tells you how many 

3. Wed CNN talk-show host King (2) syllables in each word. 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 

4. More lowdown Indy 500 competitor (2) 


5. Mr. Munster’s Sunday church talks (2) 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

6. Devilish one primped (1) 

1 1 1 1 1 ■ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

7. Outlawing a cashier’s laser reading (2) 


ONINMVOS OMIMMVa ‘L aaNaaHd UNUI4 -9 SNOWaaS SNVWH3H e 

naovH aasva 't- ahhvt ahhvw e savo savos z savp asiva i 

923 09 SH3M.SNV 


This day in history 

SEPT. 23,1845: The Knickerbockers Baseball Club, the first 
baseball team to play under modem mles, is founded in New York. 
SEPT. 23,1846: Neptune is discovered by French astronomer 
Urbain Jean Joseph Le Verrier and British astronomer John Couch 
Adams: the discovery is verified by German astronomer Johann 
Gottfried Galle. 

SEPT. 23,1889: Nintendo Koppai (Later Nintendo Company, Limit¬ 
ed) is founded by Fusajiro Yamauchi to produce and market the 
playing card game Hanafuda. 

SEPT. 23,1908: University of Alberta is founded. 
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FLIGHT CENTRE 


LONDON 


$249 

+ taxes & fees $378 
INCLUDES roundtrip airfare. 


866 967 5402 | flightcentre.ca 


n travel unless otherwise stated Prices a 
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CHOOSE 
FROM^, 


CHOOSE 

FROM 


CHOOSE 

FROM 


WWW.DDODGE.COM • 469-9050 • WWW.DDODGE.COM • 469-9050 


2000 00032 

Sport Package, Cruise, AC, 

Power Windows, Power Locks, 
Keyless, Fog Lights, Alloys,Low Kms 


WAS NEW $22,640 


xjzttxzuMr A 

AC, Cruise, Power Windows, $ 

Power Locks, Power Seats, 

Keyless, Alloys, Low Kms 


WAS NEW $25,720 


2000 

SQ A 

3.5L V6 AC, PW, PL, PS, Cruise, r 

Keyless, Alloys, Front & Rear Spoilers, 

Fog Lights, Low Kms 


WAS NEW $32,42o 


2000 00002 Sit 
S&ilXJM 32 

3.3L V6, AC, Power Windows, 

Power Locks, 3 Zone Air, 

Keyless, Low Kms 


WAS NEW $32,595 


300 IJi’JJJiO 

3.5L H.O. V6, Loaded, 

Leather Interior, Power Sunroof, § 
Keyless, Alloys, Satellite Radio, 

Low Kms 


WAS NEW $4o,449 


^re¬ 


purchase any of these vehicles at the recently 
slashed prices before Sept 30th and receive 




f* DARTMOUTH 

CHRYSLER JEEP DODGE 

‘TVAene 'Hovo, Scotia, to Save! 

*plus tax, fees, and licensing. 84 month weekly OAC. See dealer for details. 


WWW.DDODGE.COM • 469-9050 • WWW.DDODGE.COM • 469-9050 

































